
Odisha, an eastern Indian state on the Bay of Bengal, is famous for 

its heritage sites and natural beauty. Odisha, earlier known as 

“Utkal” is also famous for its people, temple architecture, 

classical dance, religions, fairs and festivals, unique handlooms 

and handicrafts. All this has always attracted historians, tourists 

and travellers from all over the world. This exhibit showcases 

stamps issued on various facets of Odisha’ viz. cultural & tribal 

heritage, temples, festivals, food, freedom movement, famous 

personalities, institutions, beaches, ora & fauna etc. The 

Department of Post has issued 67 commemorative and 7 

denitive stamps on Odisha till now.  
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 Definitive & Special Definitive Stamps
(Odisha)

 Bhubaneswar Temple Konark Horse

15-08-1949

 Black Buck

26-01-1955

 Subhas Chandra Bose

23-01-2001

Iron & Steel Plant, Rourkela    Konark Elephant

01-07-1966 20-07-2000



23-01-1964

Indian National Army occupies an important place in the history of 
India’s freedom struggle. It was revived under the leadership of 
Subhas Chandra Bose after his arrival in Southeast Asia in 1943.  
Formation of this force and its heroic expertise proved beyond doubt 
that the British could no longer rely upon the Indian sepoys to 
maintain their hold on India. With the release of this stamp, the 
Department of Posts salutes the Indian National Army on its golden 
jubilee for its glorious contribution to India’s prestige and honour.

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose

The establishment of the provisional Government of Azad Hind (Free 
stIndia) was announced on 21  October, 1943. It was the symbol of India’s 

thinvincible aspiration for freedom. This issue commemorating the 25  
anniversary of the formation of the Azad Hind Government, features 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose reading out the proclamation at Singapore on 
that memorable occasion.  

21-10-1968

23-01-1997

31-12-1993

th Azad Hind Govt.-25  Anniversary

 Golden Jubilee of INA

Subhas Chandra Bose, affectionately called as Netaji, was one of the most prominent leader of  
the Indian freedom struggle. Born on January 23, 1897, in Orissa, he was deeply influenced by 
the philosophy of Swami Vivekananda. In 1920 he passed the civil service examination, but in 
April 1921, after hearing of the nationalist turmoils in India, he resigned his candidacy and 
returned back to India. After returning to India he came under the influence of Mahatma Gandhi 
and joined the Indian National Congress.  Elected the president of the Congress twice, he 
resigned from the party due to policy differences and formed the Forward Bloc. He escaped to 
Japan during World War II, reorganised the Indian National Army (INA) and proclaimed 

stProvisional Government of Azad Hind in Singapore on 21  October, 1943. This set of two stamps 
thcommemorated the 67  birth anniversary of Netaji. The First stamp features his portrait and INA 

badge and the second stamp depicts him as the supreme commander of INA. The third stamp 
marked his birth centenary.



Gopabandhu Das, an eminent educationist, poet, and social reformer, was 

popularly known as Utkalmani (the jewel of Orissa). His crusade against 

untouchability, advocacy of widow remarriage, campaign for literacy, 

emphasis on women education particularly vocational training, and above 

all a deep commitment and compassion for poor and destitute have 

immortalised him in Orissa as well as in India.

 Utkalmani Pandit Gopabandhu Das

04-01-1964

03-07-1974

Jatindra Nath Mukherjee

This issue pays homage to Jatindra Nath Mukherjee, an ardent 
patriot and revolutionary who led an armed uprising against the 
British in 1915. The stamp features his portrait.

Utkal Gourab Madhusudan Das
Madhusudan Das worked relentlessly for the upliftment of Eastern India, 
especially Orissa. The nation will always remember him as a great social 
reformer, lawyer and patriot. As a writer and poet, patriotism has always 
been reflected in his works. 

Varahagiri Venkata Giri

An eminent labour leader and one of the patriarchs of Trade Union 
Movement in India, Varahagiri Venkata Giri, was an able administrator, 
diplomat and statesman. He held various high positions in public life and 
became the fourth president of India in 1969. He has dedicated about half 
a century of his life to the cause of the downtrodden.

24-08-1974

09-09-1970



Veer Surendra sai

30-12-1986

Veer Surendra sai (1809-1884), the great patriot, revolutionary, and the 
indomitable freedom fighter of Sambalpur, Orissa was one who had risen 
against the British much before the uprising of 1857 and continued to fight 
till long after the suppression of the uprising. 

Birsa Munda 

Birsa Munda (1875-1900), the great leader of Mundas, was born in 
the District of Ranchi, Bihar. He served his people in epidemics and 
famines demanding relief for his people and thus came in conflict 
with the British. He was arrested and jailed several times. He became 
a legend during his life time and was called “Dharti Aba” and “Birsa 
Bhagwan”.

02-01-1989 17-02-2000

Harekrushna Mahatab
Continuing the Series on India’s Freedom Struggle, this 
issue honours Dr. Harekrushna Mahatab (1899-1987), 
the great patriot, freedom fighter, politician and author 
of distinction. He was Chief Minister of orissa from 1956 
to 1961 and was elected to Lok Sabha in 1962. He 
authored more than 24 books in Oriya and English. He 
was awarded Kendriya Sahitya Academy in 1983 for his 
book “Gaon Majlis”.

Saheed Laxman Naik
This issue honours Saheed Laxman Naik  (1899-1943), the folk-
hero of Orissa and a cult-figure among its tribals, a freedom 
fighter and a martyr. He came under the influence of Mahatma 
Gandhi and joined the Indian National Congress. He led a 
procession and demonstrated peacefully in front of the Maithili 
Police Station. The police fired at the demonstrators 
indiscriminately and falsely implicated Laxman Nayak in a 
murder case. He was sentenced to death and was hanged on 
29th March 1943.

29-03-1989

15-11-1988



Krishna Chandra Gajapathi

25-04-1992

This issue honours Krishna Chandra Gajapathi, the  patriotic prince of 
Parlakhemundi, the pioneer of the Oriya movement and the founder of the 
modern state of Orissa. He dedicated his life to the unification of Orissa 
and amalgamation of all Oriya-speaking tracts spread across four 
provinces for around three centuries.

14-01-1993

Fakir Mohan Senapati belongs to the calibre of great writers like 

Premchand and Bankimchandra and made invaluable contribution to the 

Oriya literature. He is noted for introducing social realism and national 

awareness through his works. The Department of Posts issued a stamp on 
th

him to commemorate his 150  birth anniversary. 

 FakirMohan Senapati

Biju Patnaik

Pathani Samanta Chandrasekhar

Pathani Samanta Chandrasekhar (1835-1904) is a prominent name in 
traditional Indian Astronomy, who has been placed by some scholars at par 
with the great fours of Aryabhata, Varahmithira, Brahmagupta, and 
Bhaskracharya. He was a self-taught astronomer and during his research, 
he designed many of his instruments by using everyday materials. His 
findings were recorded in his book titled Siddhanta Darpana and his 
calculations were eventually used in the preparation of almanacs in Orissa. 11-06-2001

Biju Patnaik, the epitome of the Odia pride 
and honour, the legendary leader and the 
architect of modern Odisha has proved his 
worth as an eminent son of the soil. He had 
taken up pledge to take Odisha to the top in 
every sphere. He was the motivator of work 
culture. His efforts in bringing about 
reformation in administration and capacity 
building will forever inspire his admirers. 

05-03-201805-03-1999



S.K.C.G. College

Fakir Mohan College, Balasore

The S.K.C.G. College, as it is at present, has grown out of a primary 
grade school established in 1857. It is now a premier college affiliated 
to the Berhampur University and enjoys the distinction of being the 
third oldest college in Orissa. During the 100 years of its existence, 
this institution has been a vital factor in the growth of higher 
education in the State and successfully produced eminent 
personalities who have made their mark within the country and 
abroad.

Utkal University
Utkal University, established in the year 1943, is the seventeenth 

oldest University in India. Its present campus is located in the heart of 

Bhubaneswar. The foundation stone of this Campus was laid by Dr. 

Rajendra Prasad, and was inaugurated by Dr. S. Radhakrishnan. The 

University's vision is to be a centre of excellence in higher education 

with focus on innovative teaching, learning, research, consultancy 

and extension activities in building a creative, enlightened and 

productive civil society.

Fakir Mohan College was established on 6 July, 1944. The college, 
initially known as Baleshwar College, was started as a second grade 
college with 96 seats for Intermediate in Arts course. Now the 
institution provides education up to post-graduate level in Arts, 
Science and Commerce. The College was renamed as Fakir Mohan 
College in 1949 after the eminent Oriya poet and novelist late Fakir 
Mohan Senapati. 

27-11-2018

24-12-1978

25-05-1996

06-07-2019

In January 1863, the Cuttack high school, established in January 

1841, was expanded to impart collegiate education. The Cuttack 

College was renamed  in 1878 in recognition of Ravenshaw College
the services rendered by T. E. Ravenshaw, the then Commissioner of 

the Cuttack Division, towards the spread of higher education in the 

state. Hundreds of illustrious people who have shaped Orissa’s 

destiny, have passed through the portals of this college. 

 Ravenshaw College



The Samaja
'The Samaja', a widely circulated and read Odia daily, was founded in 1919 
by Gopabandhu Das and was the means to propagate his ideas and create 
awareness among the masses.  It was initially published from Cuttack. 
Today, the Odia daily 'The Samaja' continues to be a powerful medium to 
carry unbiased and independent news to every nook and corner of the 
state. In the annals of the post-Independence era, the role of 'The Samaja' 
has been instrumental in contributing to the nation-building process. Now, 
it has a readership of around Sixteen Lakh having a daily circulation of 
nearing Three Lakh Fifty Thousand. 

Pigeon Post
Pigeons have been used from times immemorial to carry messages 
for man. In India, the Emperors used pigeons as message carriers. 
The Orissa police is the only state force in India to have adopted and 
maintained this method of communication since 1946. They 
procured 40 pigeons from the departing colonial government at the 
close of the Second World War. In 1989, the force has a strength of 
926 Homing Pigeons spread over 17 police districts of the state. The 
pigeons are trained on three courses--static, mobile and boomerang. 
they are cheap to maintain in terms of diet as well as rooming space. 
The Orissa police has achieved immense results in times of 
emergencies and natural calamities by the use of carrier pigeons. 
During the Postal centenary celebrations in 1954 at Delhi the Homing 
Pigeons of the Orissa Police demonstrated their capacity by 
conveying the message of inauguration from the President of India to 
the Prime Minister. 

03-11-1989

21-12-2004

06-10-2019

Sahitya Akademy is the premier institution in the country for literary 

dialogue, publication and promotion and the only institution in the 

country that undertakes literary activities in twenty-four languages, 

including English. Sahitya Akademy has built bridges among 

communities, regions and languages and has provided a meeting 

ground for writers of diverse attitudes and ideologies. The 

Department of Posts issued a stamp on Sahitya Akademi depicting 

some Odiya Alphabets.

 Sahitya Akademi



09-10-1999 01-01-2017

Chhau Mask

Masks of various mediums, metals, wood, clay, 
gourd, papier-mache, etc. are used in 
ceremonies. The Department of Posts issued a 

thset of four stamps to commemorate the 125  
anniversary of Universal Postal Union. The stamp 
shown here depicts the Mask for Chhau Dance 
prevalent in Mayurbhanj District of Odisha. 
Chhau is a unique combination of pure dance 
recital and a pantomime, generally symbolizing 
the victory of good over evil in mythical, religious 
and secular themes and the mask is intended to 
unleash into the dancer the vital qualities of the 
personified character. 

Odissi dance

20-10-1975

India has an unparalleled antiquity of dance traditions. Each region has 
evolved a distinctive style of music and dance at different levels of society. 
There are thus tribal, folk, village and classical dances in each region of 
India. The stamp displayed here depicts a pose of Odissi dance. Odissi is a 
close parallel of Bharatanatyam. It developed from the musical play 
(Sangita-nataka) and the dances of gymnasiums known as the akharas. 

ndSculptural evidence relating to the dance goes back to the 2  century B.C. 
From the 12th century onwards there are inscriptions, manuscripts and 
other records that speak of the prevalence of Odissi dance styles as the 
ritual dances of temples and entertainment of the village squares. 

15-11-2002

Handicrafts of India

India has a rich and unbroken tradition in handicrafts, the antiquity of 
which dates back to the period of the Indus Valley Civilisation (circa 2600-
1700 B.C.) The  stamp shows the 'Dhokra', a metal craft practised by the 
indigenous people of Chhatisgarh, Orissa and West Bengal in which the 
“lost wax” technique is followed. 



12-07-2010

15-09-2003

Temple Architecture

Temple Architecture in India evolved over the centuries with a 
conservative base overlaid by decorative details, which vary from 
region to region. The Jagannath temple at Puri, dedicated to Lord 
Jagannath, began construction in the 12th century under Raja 
Chodaganga Dev and was completed in the 13th century under Raja 
Ananga Bhima Dev. It stands in the heart of the city, with an imposing 
spire. It carries the richness of the Kalinga style of architecture and the 
Lord's "Yatra" is an imposing festival. 

Rath Yatra, Puri

The world famous Car Festival of Puri popularly known as 'Rath Yatra', 

'Gundichi Yatra–is the biggest and the grandest car festival of all. The 

festival commemorates Lord Jagannath's (Lord Krishna) annual visit to 

his aunt's home, along with his brother Balabhadra and sister 

Subhadra from his abode (main temple) to Gundicha Temple. This 

mammoth and spectacular Rath Yatra is held on 'Asadha Sukla 

Dwitiya'(June-July) every year at Puri, the temple town in Orissa. 

Sun Temple, Konark

01-12-2001

One of the most stunning symbols of ancient 
Indian architecture, the Sun Temple of Konark, 
represents the quintessence of temple 
architecture and art of Orissa.  It was 
constructed as a monumental representation of 
a massive chariot drawn by seven spirited 
horses on an east-west axis in which the Sun God 
Surya was pulled across the sky.  This se-tenant 
pays a tribute to this architectural heritage. 



03-11-2017

Indian Cuisine -Mahaprasad

30-12-2017

09-12-2019

17-07-2015

Mahaprasad is the term applied to items offered to Lord Jagannath in 

the holy Temple of Puri, located in Odisha, India. It includes different 

types of rice like ghee rice, mixed rice, cumin seed and ginger rice and 

Dals like sweet dal, plain dal mixed with vegetables, mixed Dal etc. 

Hand Fans of India
The History of Indian Hand Fans is traced to ancient �mes for use in 
temples to fan dei�es,  also in royal courts and households. Indian 
hand fans have many varie�es, some fans are embellished with 
beads, silk, sa�n, some include pain�ngs, prints, miniatures, pa�erns 
which carries a story of its origin from past to the present. The stamp 
displayed here shows Palm Leaf, Odisha . A large palm  Alekh Baba
leaf fan in natural colour is used in Odisha.

Nabakalebara is an ancient ritual, associated with Lord Jagannath 
Temple of Puri when the Idols of Lord Jagannath, Balabhadra, 
Subhadra and Sudarshan are replaced by a new set of Idols. It is 
believed that a year which has two months (Adhikamasa) of Ashadha 
as per the Hindu Calendar is auspicious for conducting the ceremony. 
This usually occurs every twelve to nineteen years. The Deities are 
made from a special type of Neem wood known as Daru Bramha. 
Preparations for the ceremony start in the month of Chaitra. The 
ceremony took place in 2015 and had drawn millions of people from 
across the world to Puri.

Nabakalebara

Embroideries of India -Appliqué 

Embroideries of India belong to different genres that vary by region 

and clothing style. Appliqué is a type of embroidery that employs a 

smaller patch or fabric to be applied or sewed onto a larger fabric or 

surface to create different designs, abstract patterns or pictures. This 
thembroidery art form came to India with the French in the 17  

century.  Appliqué is used extensively in quilting or adorning sarees 

with elaborate and vibrant looking borders. 



Cities of India

24-12-1990

Introducing new series of Historic Cities of India, the set of three 
stamps are the first in a series to be issued from time to time.  This set 
consists of three stamps on Bikaner, Cuttack and Hyderabad.
Cuttack has celebrated the millennium of its existence.  The city is 
famous for its arts, crafts and culture.  The stamp features the palace 
and Oddisi dancer.

 Bamra-Princely States of India–INDIPEX 2011 
Bamra, the princely State, is one of the five Oriya feudatories, which 

were transferred from the Central Provinces to Bengal, on the 

reconstitution of that province in October1905 with Deogarh as its 

capital. Stamps were issued by the state from 1888 till 1894 when its 

postal system was replaced by the British India Post Office. The state 

stamps were in denomination of annas.

Beaches of India: INDEPEX-97 

11-08-1997

Gopalpur-on-Sea, an ancient seaport, is one of the most beautiful, 
unspoiled beaches located in Orissa.  It is a quiet place of rare beauty. 
Clusters of coconut and palm along lovely sand dunes overgrown 
with Casuarina separate the blue Bay of Bengal from the tiny town of 
Gopalpur. The backwater with the creeks and lagoons covered with 
canopies of high green foliage, is its special attraction of the Blue 
Beach at Gopalpur-on -Sea. 

06-10-2010

29-10-1979

A stamp was issued to mark the Golden Jubilee of Congress of the 
International Commission on Large Dams featuring an aerial view of 
the Hirakud Dam on Mahanadi river in Orissa State.  It is the largest 
earthen dam in the country. It is nearly 25.5 Kilometers long and 61 
meters high. Its gross storage capacity is 8100 million cubic meters 
spread over 746 square kilometers. Besides, generating power, its 
irrigation potential covers 253747 hectares.

Hirakud Dam



24-12-2018

Paika Rebellion

Paika Rebellion popularly known as “Paika Bidroha” was a well- 
organized struggle against the oppressive rule of the British East India 
Company. Immediately, after the advent of company rule in Odisha, 
discontent spread rapidly amongst the people of Odisha. They lost 
their traditional position in society and their lands were taken away. 
In addition to losing their estates, they were also heavily exploited by 
the revenue collectors under the British. Paikas under the leadership 
of Jagabandhu, a Buxi and a military commander under the king of 
Khurda (a kingdom near Puri), rose in rebellion in March 1817. The 
uprising was against the unjust Company rule and set a strong 
tradition of defiance.

Bharat Paryatan Diwas

25-01-1998

Tourism in India has emerged as a major socio-economic and cultural 
venture flourishing continuously and earning foreign exchange for the 
country. India offers a variety of destinations to tourists. The 
Department of Posts issued a special postage stamp to commemorate 
the 'Bharat Paryatan Diwas' on 25th January, 1998 as this was the day 
in 1966 when tourism was officially recognised as a separate subject 
of immense potential by the Government. The Department of Posts 
issued a stamp to commemorate Bharat Paryatan Diwas. The stamp 
shows an Odissi Dancer. 



30-10-2002

29-11-1987

Continuing the series on India's wildlife depicting rare and endangered 
species, this stamp highlights the urgent need for conservation of the 
white tiger, a member of the cat family. The White Tiger has a pure white 
or an off-white coat with light brown stripes, often fewer than in a normal 
coloured tiger. The nose and the pads are light coloured and the eyes are 
light blue.  Its main area of occurrence has been in the Sal Forests of North 
Eastern Madhya Pradesh and Southern Bihar.  In 1981, five white tigers 
were born to a pair of normal coloured tigers at the Nandankanan 
Biological Park in Bhubaneshwar (Orissa), to introduce a second strain of 
white tigers in captivity.

White Tiger

Endangered Species: Turtles

Mangroves

The set of stamps on two endangered species of turtles, viz. the Olive 
Ridley and the Batagur Baska has been issued to highlight the danger 
of extinction faced by reptiles in general and turtles in particular.  The 
stamp portrays here Olive Ridley. It is found in the Gulf of Kutch, 
coastal waters of Kerala, Tamilnadu, Orissa and Andaman islands. It is 
protected under Schedule I of the Indian Wildlife Protection Act 1972. 
Olive ridleys are omnivorous and the smallest of all sea turtles. 
Recently mass nesting occurs mainly on Orissa coast.

29-01-2000

India is home to some of the most spectacular mangroves of the world.  These are located in the 
alluvial deltas of rivers such as the Ganga, the Mahanadi, the Godavari, the Krishna and the 
Cauvery.  Department of Posts associated itself with the COP-8 by issuing a set of four stamps to 
commemorate the event.  The stamps, significantly portray the mangrove ecosystems whose  
survival is under threat from the effects of climate change. The four species of  mangroves which 
figure on the stamps are , Bruguiera gymnorrhiza, Nypa fruticans Rhizophora mucronata,   
Sonneratia alba respectively.



Hockey is one of the most ancient games perhaps even older than the Olympics. In 
ththe Indian subcontinent, Hockey spread with the advent of British rule in the late 19  

century. The first-ever hockey club was established in Calcutta in 1885. This was 
followed by the establishment of a number of clubs in different parts of the country. 
The capital of Odisha, Bhubaneswar has hosted the prestigious Odisha Hockey 

th thMen's World Cup Bhubaneswar 2018 from 28  November to 16  December, 2018. 
To mark this event, the Department of Posts has released a set of five stamps and a                                      
Miniature sheet. The miniature sheet has unique & attractive shape. The Men's 
Hockey World Cup is an international field hockey competition organised by the 
International Hockey Federation (FIH). The tournament was started in 1971. It is 
held every four years, bridging the four years between the Summer Olympics. The 
Government of Odisha is the sponsor of both the Men's and Women's National 
Hockey Teams in a partnership with Hockey India (HI) till 2023. 

Odisha Men's Hockey  World Cup 2018

28-11-2018



 Jayadeva and Geetagovinda

27-07-2009

Geetagovinda by saint poet Jayadeva is a unique work in Indian literature and has been a 
great source of literary and artistic inspiration for the last nine centuries. It was composed 

thin Sanskrit in the 12  century AD. This set of eleven stamps are a depiction and celebration 
of Jayadeva's composition on Dasavatar. The stamps are based on Pata Paintings of Odisha.


