
The Bombay Sappers War Memorial
The Bombay Engineer Group, popularly known as ‘The 

Bombay Sappers’, is one of the three Groups of the Corps of 
Engineers.  The origin of the Group can be traced back to a 
company of Pioneer Lascars raised in Bombay in 1777 as a part 
of the Bombay Presidency.  However, according to the officially 
accepted records, the history of the Bombay Engineer Group 
dates back to 1820, when the Pioneer Lascars were re-organized 
into Sappers and Miners.  Recognizing the services rendered 
by the Group during the First World War, the title ‘Royal’ was 
awarded to it in 1921.

The Bombay Sappers and Miners earned their first Battle 
Honour, Beni-Boo-Ali, in Arabia in 1821 i.e within a year of 
reorganizing.  Since then, the Group has given an excellent 
account of itself with 34 Battle Honours and 25 Theatre 
Honours during the pre-independence era and three Battle 
Honours and six Theatre Honours, 10 COAS Unit Citations, two 
COAS Certificate of Appreciation, two VCOAS Unit Appreciation 
50 GOC-in-C Unit Citations and one GOC-in-C Certificate 
of Appreciation after independence, besides six Governor 
Citations which are a testimony to the devotion and dedication 
of the gallant soldiers of the Group.

The Group is accredited with the Victoria Cross awarded 
to 2Lt (later Lt Gen) PS Bhagat for the most conspicuous 
gallantry in the Middle East in World War II, the Param Vir 
Chakra awarded to 2Lt (later Maj) RR Rane for clearing of mine 
fields and road blocks in Rajouri sector during 1948 Indo-Pak 
War and the Ashok Chakra awarded to Nb Sub Gurnam Singh 
posthumously on 23 Sep 1973 for saving the lives of men under 
his command during a demonstration for visiting staff and 
student officers of the Defence Services Staff College.  Thus, the 
Group has the distinction of winning the three highest awards 
for individual bravery – this is something unique in the annals 
of the Indian Army.

The Bombay Sappers joined the club of a select few, 
when they received the Regimental Colours from Shri R 
Venkataraman, the then President of India, on 21 Feb 1990.

Over the past two centuries, the Bombay Sappers have 
carved a special niche for themselves in the chronicles of the 
Indian Army.  They have not only proved their prowess in 
battle, but have also utilised their military and technical skills 

in the development of the nation.  

The Bombay Sappers War Memorial proudly adorns the 
entrance to the Parade Ground in remembrance of the officers 
and men who laid down their lives during the First World War. 
The foundation was laid on 17th Feb 1923 by Col BB Russel, DSO, 
RE, who was Commandant of the Centre from 1905-1909 and 
who had come specifically for this event.

Unveiled by the Governor of Bombay on 10 Sep 1924, the 
Memorial was built entirely by men of the Corps and comprises 
a stone cenotaph with inscriptions in English, Urdu, Gurmukhi 
and Marathi.

In Aug 1979, the base has been extended and stone 
satellites adorn four corners, each satellite is having four faces 
of marble on which new inscriptions can be etched, as it had 
long been desired to periodically update the inscription on the 
War Memorial so as to cover subsequent operation also.  These 
four satellites have been ceremoniously fenced with an opening 
on each side to enable memorial services to be conducted.

In 2023, ascending walls adorned with the names of 
the Bravehearts have been added, to pay tribute to the fallen 
comrades and commemorate a century of existence of this 
iconic memorial.

The Bombay Sappers War Memorial is completing 100 
years of its existence in 2024 and is a place of reverence over 
the years.  Since 1984, the War Memorial is also used as a logo/
symbol of the Bombay Sappers replacing the British Crown 
adopted during the raising.

An inseparable part of The Bombay Sappers History 
and Legacy, the Memorial is central to all ceremonial and 
commemoration parades with a solemn memorial service 
preceding all other events and activities. 

Department of Posts is delighted to issue commemorative 
postage stamp on Bombay Sappers War Memorial and salutes 
the Group for their prowess in battle and in the development 
of the nation.  
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c‚Ecs lSilZ ;q) Lekjd
^n c‚Ecs lSilZ^ ds uke ls fo[;kr c‚Ecs bathfu;j xzqi] dksj v‚Q 

bathfu;lZ ds rhu xzqIl esa ls ,d gSA bl xzqi dh LFkkiuk o"kZ 1777 
esa c‚Ecs çslhMsalh ds v/khu c‚Ecs esa xfBr ik;fu;j yLdlZ dh ,d 
daiuh ds :i esa dh xbZA gkykafd] vkf/kdkfjd :i ls Loh—r fjd‚MZ 
ds vuqlkj] c‚Ecs bathfu;j xzqi dk bfrgkl o"kZ 1820 ls vkjaHk gqvk]  
tc ik;fu;j yLdlZ dks iquxZfBr dj bls lSilZ ,aM ekbulZ uke fn;k 
x;kA çFke fo'o ;q) ds nkSjku bl xzqi }kjk nh xbZ lsokvksa dks /;ku 
esa j[krs gq,] o"kZ 1921 esa bls ^j‚;y^ dh mikf/k ls foHkwf"kr fd;k x;kA

c‚Ecs lSilZ ,aM ekbulZ us vius iquxZBu ds igys gh lky vFkkZr~ 
1821 esa viuk igyk ;q) lEeku] csuh&cw&vyh] vjc esa vftZr fd;kA 
rc ls] bl xzqi us mR—"V  çn'kZu djrs gq, vusd lEeku çkIr fd, 
gSaA buesa Lora=rk&iwoZ çkIr 34 ;q) lEeku ,oa 25 fFk,Vj lEeku 
vkSj Lora=rk&i'pkr~ çkIr 3 ;q) lEeku vkSj 6 fFk,Vj lEeku] 
10 lhvks,,l ;wfuV ç'kfLr i=] 2 lhvks,,l ç'kfLr çek.k&i=] 2 
ohlhvks,,l ;wfuV ç'kfLr i=] 50 thvkslh&bu&lh ;wfuV ç'kfLr i= 
vkSj 1 thvkslh&bu&lh ç'kfLr çek.k&i= ds lkFk&lkFk 6 xouZj 
ç'kfLr i= Hkh 'kkfey gSa( tks bl xzqi ds ohj lSfudksa dh fu"Bk vkSj 
çfrc)rk dk çek.k gSaA

c‚Ecs bathfu;j xzqi ds 2 ysf¶VusaV ¼ckn esa ysf¶VusaV tujy½ ih- 
,l- Hkxr dks f}rh; fo'o ;q) ds nkSjku e/;&iwoZ esa vlk/kkj.k ohjrk  
çn'kZu ds fy, foDVksfj;k Ø‚l ls lEekfur fd;k x;kA  o"kZ 1948 
ds Hkkjr&ikd ;q) ds nkSjku jktkSjh lsDVj esa nq'eu }kjk fcNk, x, 
foLQksVdksa vkSj lM+d vojks/kksa dks gVkus ds fy, 2 ysf¶VusaV ¼ckn esa 
estj½ vkj- vkj- jk.ks dks ijeohj pØ ls lEekfur fd;k x;k vkSj 23 
flracj 1973 dks j{kk lsok LVkQ d‚yst ds vfrfFk LVkQ vkSj Nk= 
vf/kdkfj;ksa ds fufeÙk ,d çn'kZu ds nkSjku viuh deku ds tokuksa dh 
tku cpkus ds fy, uk;c lwcsnkj xqjuke flag dks ej.kksijkar v'kksd 
pØ ls lEekfur fd;k x;kA bl çdkj] bl xzqi dks O;fäxr cgknqjh 
ds fy, rhu loksZPp iqjLdkj çkIr djus dk xkSjo çkIr gS] tks Hkkjrh; 
lsuk ds bfrgkl esa ,d vuwBk dhfrZeku gSA 

21 Qjojh 1990 dks Hkkjr ds rRdkyhu jk"Vªifr Jh vkj- osadVjeu 
us c‚Ecs lSilZ dks jsftesaVy /ot çnku fd;k] ftlds QyLo:i bUgsa 
,d fof'k"V LFkku çkIr gqvkA

fiNyh nks lfn;ksa esa] c‚Ecs lSilZ us Hkkjrh; lsuk ds bfrgkl esa 
vius fy, ,d fo'ks"k LFkku cuk;k gSA bl xzqi us u dsoy ;q) esa 

viuk dkS'ky lkfcr fd;k gS] cfYd ns'k ds fodkl esa Hkh vius lSU; 
vkSj rduhdh dkS'ky dk ç;ksx fd;k gSA

çFke fo'o ;q) ds nkSjku vius çk.kk s a dh vkgqfr nsus okys 
vf/kdkfj;ks a vkSj tokuksa dh Le`fr esa ijsM xzkmaM ds ços'k&}kj ij 
c‚Ecs lSilZ ;q) Lekjd cuk;k x;kA bl Lekjd dh uhao duZy ch- ch- 
jlsy] Mh,lvks] vkjbZ }kjk 17 Qjojh 1923 dks j[kh xbZ FkhA duZy 
jlsy o"kZ 1905 ls 1909 rd dsaæ ds dekaMsaV Fks vkSj fo'ks"k :i ls bl 
dk;ZØe ds fy, ;gk¡ vk, FksA

dksj ds gh tokuksa }kjk fufeZr bl Lekjd dk vukoj.k 10 flracj 
1924 dks c‚Ecs ds xouZj }kjk fd;k x;kA blesa yxkbZ xbZ Lekjd 
f'kyk ij vaxzsth] mnwZ] xq#eq[kh vkSj ejkBh esa f'kykys[k mRdhf.kZr gSA

vxLr 1979 esa bl Lekjd ds csl dk foLrkj fd;k x;k vkSj 
blds pkjksa dksuksa ij pkj lqanj f'kyk,¡ çLFkkfir dh xbZa] ftu ij 
uohu f'kykys[k mRdhf.kZr fd, tk ldrs gSaA bldh vko';drk ges'kk 
ls eglwl dh tk jgh Fkh] rkfd bl ij Hkfo"; dh ;q)xkFkkvksa dh 
dgkfu;ka fy[kh tk ldsaA bu pkjksa Lekjd f'kykvksa dks bl çdkj 
cuk;k x;k gS rkfd ;gk¡ Lekjd lekjksg vk;ksftr fd, tk ldsaA 

'kghn tokuksa dks J)katfy nsus vkSj bl çfrf"Br Lekjd ds 
fuekZ.k ds lkS o"kZ iwjs gksus ds miy{; esa] o"kZ 2023 esa bl Lekjd esa 
nhokjksa dk fuekZ.k fd;k x;k] ftu ij 'kwjohj lSfudksa ds uke vafdr 
fd, x, gSaA  

2024 esa c‚Ecs lSilZ ;q) Lekjd ds fuekZ.k ds 100 o"kZ iwjs gks jgs 
gSaA ;g Lekjd LFky o"kksaZ ls lSfudksa ds fy, J)k dk dsaæ jgk gSA 
c‚Ecs lSilZ ds xBu ds le; blds yksxks esa fczfV'k gqdwer dk fu'kku 
vafdr FkkA 1984 esa bl ;q) Lekjd dks] c‚Ecs lSilZ ds yksxks@çrhd 
fpà ds :i esa Hkh viuk;k x;k gSA  

;g ;q) Lekjd] c‚Ecs lSilZ ds bfrgkl vkSj fojklr dk ,d 
vfHkUu vax gSA fofHkUu lekjksgksa vkSj Lekjd ijsMksa ds bl vk;kstu 
LFky ij dk;ZØe dh 'kq#vkr J)katfy vfiZr dj dh tkrh gSA 

Mkd foHkkx] c‚Ecs lSilZ ;q) Lekjd ij Lekjd Mkd&fVdV tkjh 
djrs gq, çlUurk dk vuqHko djrk gS vkSj bl lewg ds ;q) dkS'ky 
rFkk jk"Vª ds fodkl esa ;ksxnku dks ueu djrk gSA
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