
Atal Bihari Vajpayee Birth Centenary
Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee was one of India’s most respected and 

beloved leaders, a towering figure in Indian politics whose vision, 
eloquence and dedication to public service shaped the course of the 
nation. Born on December 25, 1924, in Gwalior, Madhya Pradesh, into a 
humble family, he rose to become a statesman of international repute. 
His father, a school teacher, instilled in him the values of discipline 
and integrity, qualities that Vajpayee Ji would carry throughout his 
life. An exemplary student, he pursued his Bachelor’s degree in Arts 
from Victoria College, Gwalior (now known as Laxmibai College), and 
later earned an M.A. in Political Science from DAV College, Kanpur. 
His academic pursuits laid the foundation for a lifelong interest in 
governance, public policy and international relations.

Vajpayee Ji’s political journey began during his student days 
when he participated in the Quit India Movement of 1942, a landmark 
campaign in India’s independence. His passion for public service 
drew him away from an initial career in journalism. In 1951, he joined 
the Bharatiya Jana Sangh, the precursor to today’s Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP). He quickly rose through the ranks, earning a reputation 
as a gifted orator and sharp political thinker. His speeches, imbued 
with clarity, wit and poetic flair, resonated deeply with people across 
the country.

Over a political career spanning more than four decades, 
Vajpayee Ji was elected to the Lok Sabha nine times and to the 
Rajya Sabha twice—a testament to his unwavering commitment to 
democratic principles. His parliamentary career was distinguished by 
roles as Prime Minister, Foreign Minister, Chairperson of important 
Standing Committees, and Leader of the Opposition. Each role saw 
him contributing to shaping India’s domestic and foreign policy.

Vajpayee Ji served as India’s Prime Minister three times, 
including a full term from 1999 to 2004. His leadership during these 
years was transformative, marked by bold and visionary initiatives. 

Another hallmark of Vajpayee Ji’s leadership was his focus on 
infrastructure development. His ambitious Golden Quadrilateral 
project, aimed at connecting the four major metropolitan cities of 
Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai, and Kolkata, revolutionized India’s road 
network and boosted economic development. This project symbolized 
his vision of a modern and interconnected India, ready to meet the 
demands of the 21st century.

Vajpayee Ji was known for his consensus-building approach, 
often reaching across party lines to foster unity and cooperation. His 
tenure as Prime Minister was marked by efforts to strengthen India’s 

democratic institutions and promote good governance. His inclusive 
leadership earned respect from allies and political adversaries alike.

A poet at heart, Vajpayee Ji’s speeches and writings reflected 
his profound understanding of human emotions and societal issues. 
His poetry, marked by lyrical beauty and philosophical depth, added 
a unique dimension to his political vision, enabling him to address 
complex issues with compassion and foresight.

As Foreign Minister in the 1970s and later as Prime Minister, 
Vajpayee Ji played a pivotal role in shaping India’s foreign policy. 
A firm believer in peaceful coexistence, he worked tirelessly to 
strengthen India’s relations with its neighbors and the international 
community. His historic Lahore Bus Yatra in 1999 showcased his 
commitment to peace and dialogue.

Despite retiring from active politics in 2009, Vajpayee Ji 
continued to inspire the nation. His calm demeanor, sharp intellect, 
and unwavering commitment to India’s progress remained a guiding 
light. In recognition of his extraordinary contributions, he was 
awarded the Padma Vibhushan in 1992 and later, India’s highest 
civilian honor, the Bharat Ratna, in 2015. He was also named India’s 
‘Best Parliamentarian’ in 1994, underscoring his statesmanship and 
dedication to democratic ideals.

Vajpayee Ji passed away on August 16, 2018, leaving behind a 
legacy that continues to inspire leaders and citizens alike. He was a 
visionary who believed in an India that was modern and progressive 
yet deeply rooted in its cultural heritage. His life and work embody 
the ideals of democracy, inclusiveness and national pride.

Department of Posts is proud to issue a commemorative 
postage stamp in honor of Atal Bihari Vajpayee Ji on the occasion 
of his centenary year. This stamp is a tribute to his unparalleled 
contributions to India’s political and social landscape, his visionary 
leadership and his enduring legacy as a statesman, poet and nation-
builder. India Post hopes this stamp will serve as a lasting reminder 
of his extraordinary life and inspire future generations to uphold his 
values. Atal Bihari Vajpayee Ji’s legacy as a leader, thinker, and poet 
will forever remain etched in the heart of the nation.
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  ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE BIRTH CENTENARY
vVy fcgkjh oktis;h tUe 'krkCnh



vVy fcgkjh oktis;h tUe 'krkCnh
Jh vVy fcgkjh oktis;h] Hkkjr ds lokZf/kd lEekfur vkSj fç; usrkvksa esa 

ls ,d FksA os Hkkjrh; jktuhfr ds ,sls fnXxt Fks] ftudh nwjnf'kZrk] okDiVqrk 
vkSj tu&lsok ds çfr leiZ.k us jk"Vª dks ,d ubZ fn'kk nhA 25 fnlacj] 1924 
dks Xokfy;j] e/; çns'k ds lk/kkj.k ls ifjokj esa tUes vVy fcgkjh oktis;h us 
vkxs pydj varjjk"Vªh; Lrj ds usrk ds :i esa [;kfr vftZr dhA muds firkth 
,d Ldwy v/;kid FksA muds }kjk fl[kk, x, vuq'kklu vkSj lR;fu"Bk ds ewY; 
thoui;aZr oktis;h th ds lkFk jgsA os ,d vkn'kZ Nk= FksA mUgksaus Xokfy;j ds 
foDVksfj;k d‚yst ¼ftls orZeku esa y{ehckbZ d‚yst ds uke ls tkuk tkrk gS½ ls 
dyk esa Lukrd rFkk dkuiqj ds Mh,oh d‚yst ls jktuhfr foKku esa LukrdksÙkj 
dh fMxzh çkIr dhA mudh 'kS{kf.kd i`"BHkwfe] 'kklu] yksd uhfr vkSj varjjk"Vªh; 
laca/kksa esa mudh xgu #fp dk ewy vk/kkj FkhA

oktis;h th dh jktuhfrd ;k=k dh 'kq#vkr muds Nk= thou ls gh gks xbZ 
Fkh] tc mUgksaus 1942 esa ^Hkkjr NksM+ks vkanksyu* esa Hkkx fy;k] ;g ,d ,slk çcy 
vfHk;ku Fkk] ftlus Hkkjr dks vktknh fnykus dh fn'kk esa Hkwfedk fuHkkbZA tulsok 
ds çfr mudk bruk xgjk  yxko Fkk fd os i=dkfjrk ds vius igys dSfj;j dks 
NksM+dj bl {ks= esa mrj vk,A 1951 esa os rRdkyhu Hkkjrh; tu la?k esa 'kkfey 
gks x,] ftls vkt Hkkjrh; turk ikVhZ ¼Hkktik½ ds uke ls tkuk tkrk gSA ,d 
çfrHkk'kkyh oäk vkSj ç[kj jktuhfrd fopkjd ds :i esa lqfo[;kr oktis;h th 
dk jktuhfrd {ks= esa #rck cM+h rsth ls c<+kA Li"Vrk] okDpkrq;Z o dkO;kRed 
vankt ls ifjiw.kZ muds Hkk"k.kksa us ns'kHkj esa vketu dks vR;ar çHkkfor fd;kA

pkj n'kdksa ls vf/kd ds jktuhfrd dfj;j esa oktis;h th ukS ckj yksd lHkk 
ds fy, vkSj nks ckj jkT; lHkk ds fy, pqus x,A ;g] yksdrkaf=d fl)karksa ds çfr 
mudh vVwV çfrc)rk dk çek.k gSA laln lnL; ds :i esa vius dk;Zdky ds 
nkSjku mUgksaus ç/kkuea=h] fons'k ea=h] egRoiw.kZ LFkk;h lfefr;ksa ds v/;{k vkSj usrk 
çfri{k tSls fofHkUu egRoiw.kZ inHkkj laHkkysA çR;sd Hkwfedk esa mUgksaus Hkkjr dh 
?kjsyw vkSj fons'k uhfr dks u;k vk;ke nsus esa ;ksxnku fn;kA

oktis;h th rhu ckj Hkkjr ds ç/kkuea=h cus] ftuesa 1999 ls 2004 rd dk 
,d iw.kZ dk;Zdky Hkh 'kkfey gSA bu o"kksaZ ds nkSjku mudk usr`Ro ifjorZudkjh Fkk] 
tks mudh lkgfld ,oa nwjn'khZ igyksa esa ifjyf{kr gksrk gSA

oktis;h th ds usr`Ro dh ,d vU; fo'ks"krk ;g Fkh fd mUgksaus baÝkLVªDpj 
ds fodkl ij /;ku dsafær fd;kA pkj çeq[k egkuxjksa vFkkZr~ fnYyh] eqacbZ] psUubZ 
vkSj dksydkrk dks tksM+us okyh mudh egRokdka{kh Lof.kZe prqHkqZt ifj;kstuk us 
Hkkjr ds lM+d usVodZ {ks= esa Økafr yk nh] ftlls vkfFkZd fodkl dks Hkh c<+kok 
feykA 21oha lnh dh t:jrksa dks /;ku esa j[krs gq, rS;kj dh xbZ ;g ifj;kstuk 
vk/kqfud ,oa baVjdusfDVM Hkkjr ds muds fotu dk çrhd gSA

oktis;h th] ,drk vkSj lg;ksx dh Hkkouk fodflr djus ds mís'; ls 
nwljh ikVhZ ds usrkvksa ls feydj loZlEefr cukus ds fy, Hkh tkus tkrs gSaA 
ç/kkuea=h ds :i esa mudk dk;Zdky] Hkkjr dh yksdrkaf=d laLFkkvksa dks etcwr 
djus vkSj lq'kklu dks c<+kok nsus ds ç;klksa ds fy, tkuk tkrk gSA lekos'kh 

usr`Ro ds xq.k ds dkj.k jktuhfr esa muds fe= vkSj fojks/kh] nksuksa gh] leku :i 
ls mudk lEeku djrs FksA 

dfo&ân; oktis;h th ds Hkk"k.kksa vkSj ys[ku esa ekuoh; laosnukvksa vkSj 
lkekftd eqíksa dh xgjh le> çfrfcafcr gksrh gSA y;kRed 'kCn&lkSan;Z vkSj 
nk'kZfud xgjkbZ ls ifjiw.kZ  muds dkO; us muds jktuhfrd –f"Vdks.k dks ,d 
vuwBk vk;ke fn;k] ftlds pyrs os tfVy leL;kvksa dk Hkh d#.kk Hkko vkSj 
nwjnf'kZrk ds lkFk lek/kku dj ikrs FksA

1970 ds n'kd esa fons'k ea=h vkSj rRi'pkr~ ç/kkuea=h ds :i esa oktis;h 
th us Hkkjr dh fons'k uhfr ds fuekZ.k esa egRoiw.kZ Hkwfedk vnk dhA 'kkafriw.kZ  
lg&vfLrRo esa –<+ fo'okl j[kus okys oktis;h th us Hkkjr ds iM+ksfl;ksa vkSj 
varjjk"Vªh; leqnk; ds lkFk laca/kksa dks etcwr djus dh fn'kk esa vFkd ç;kl 
fd,A 1999 dh mudh ,sfrgkfld ykgkSj cl ;k=k] 'kkafr ,oa laokn ds çfr mudh 
çfrc)rk dks n'kkZrh gSA 

2009 esa lfØ; jktuhfr ls lU;kl ysus ds ckotwn] oktis;h th ns'k ds çsj.kk 
lzksr cus jgsA mudk 'kkar LoHkko] ç[kj cqf) vkSj Hkkjr dh çxfr ds çfr vVwV 
çfrc)rk ,d T;ksfriqaZt ds :i esa ns'k dk ekxZn'kZu djrh jghA jk"Vª fuekZ.k esa 
muds vlk/kkj.k ;ksxnku ds fy, mUgsa 1992 esa in~e foHkw"k.k vkSj ckn esa o"kZ 2015 
esa Hkkjr ds loksZPp ukxfjd lEeku] Hkkjr jRu ls lEekfur fd;k x;kA 1994 esa 
oktis;h th dks Hkkjr dk loZJs"B lkaln iqjLdkj Hkh fn;k x;k] tks jktuhfrK 
ds rkSj ij mudh {kerk o yksdrkaf=d fl)karksa ds çfr çfrc)rk dks n'kkZrk gSA

16 vxLr] 2018 dks oktis;h th dk fu/ku gks x;kA os] vius ihNs ,d ,slh 
fojklr NksM+ x, gSa] tks vkt Hkh usrkvksa vkSj vketu nksuksa ds fy, çsj.kklzksr gSA 
vVy th ,d ,sls æ"Vk Fks] ftUgksaus ,sls Hkkjr dh dYiuk dh] tks vk/kqfud Hkh 
gks vkSj ftls viuh lkaL—frd fojklr ij Hkh xoZ gksA muds thou vkSj dk;ksaZ esa 
yksdra=] lekosf'krk vkSj jk"Vªh; xkSjo ds vkn'kZ >ydrs gSaA

Mkd foHkkx] vVy fcgkjh oktis;h th dh tUe 'krkCnh ds volj ij 
lEeku Lo:i Lekjd Mkd&fVdV tkjh djrs gq, çlUurk dk vuqHko djrk gSA 
;g Mkd&fVdV] Hkkjr ds jktuhfrd ,oa lkekftd ifj–'; esa muds vçfre 
;ksxnku] muds nwjn'khZ usr`Ro rFkk jktuhfrK] dfo o jk"Vª&fuekZrk ds :i esa 
mudh fpjLFkk;h fojklr dk çrhd Lo:i gSA Hkkjrh; Mkd ;g vk'kk djrk gS 
fd oktis;h th ds vlk/kkj.k thou dks çfrfcafcr djrk ;g Mkd&fVdV Hkkoh 
ihf<+;ksa dks muds ewY;ksa dks viukus o cuk, j[kus ds fy, çsfjr djsxkA usrk] 
fopkjd vkSj dfo ds :i esa vVy fcgkjh oktis;h th dh fojklr yksxksa ds eu 
esa lnSo clh jgsxhA
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