100™ BIRTH ANNIVERSARY OF
AKKINENI NAGESWARA RAO

On September 20, 2024, we honor the 100™ birth anniversary
of Dr. Akkineni Nageswara Rao (ANR), a towering figure in Indian
cinema whose remarkable career spanned over seven decades. Born in
Venkataraghava Puram Village, Krishna District, Andhra Pradesh, ANR’s
journey from a young stage performer to a legendary film actor is a story
of immense talent and dedication.

ANR’s involvement in the arts began early. At the age of 10, he
started his career in stage acting, initially performing female roles. His
film debut came in 1941 with the movie Dharmapatni, marking the
start of a career that would see him become one of the most respected
figures in Indian cinema. Throughout his life, ANR appeared in 256 films
across Tamil, Telugu and Hindi languages, showcasing his versatility and
commitment to his craft.

ANR'’s career was characterized by his extraordinary range and
depth as an actor. He became a prominent figure in Indian cinema, known
for his ability to portray a wide variety of characters. His contributions
were not limited to his roles on screen; he also played a crucial role in the
growth and development of the Telugu film industry.

In 1976, ANR established Annapurna Studios in Hyderabad. This
initiative was pivotal in shifting the Telugu Film Industry from Chennai
(formerly Madras) to Hyderabad, where it could flourish within its home
state of Andhra Pradesh. The establishment of Annapurna Studios was
a significant milestone, contributing to the industry’s accessibility and
growth in the region.

ANR’s contributions to cinema earned him numerous accolades
and honors throughout his lifetime. Some of the most notable awards
and recognitions include:

. Government of India Awards: He received prestigious awards
such as the Padma Shri, Padma Bhushan, Dada Saheb Phalke
Award, and Padma Vibhushan. These awards are among the highest
honors given to individuals for their exceptional contributions to
Indian cinema and culture.

. Regional Honors: ANR was recognized by various states with
awards like the Raghupathi Venkaiah Award, NTR National Film
Award, ANNA Award, and Kalidas Koustabh Awards. These awards
celebrate his impact on the regional film industry and his role in
advancing cinema.

0 Lifetime Achievements: Throughout his career, ANR was
celebrated by the Telugu film industry and various cultural
organizations both in India and abroad. His achievements were
recognized with lifetime awards that acknowledged his significant
contributions to the field of cinema.

In 2005, ANR established the Akkineni Nageswara Rao National
Award to honor exceptional service to Indian cinema. This award,
which includes a cash prize of Rs. 5,00,000/-, continues to recognize and

celebrate the achievements of individuals who have made significant
contributions to the film industry.

ANR’s impact extended beyond the realm of cinema. He was
deeply committed to education and charitable causes, reflecting his
desire to make a positive difference in society. In 2001, he founded the
International School of Film & Media Education Society to provide
guidance and education to young people passionate about cinema.
This institution was established to nurture the next generation of film
professionals and support their growth in the industry.

ANR’s dedication to education is also evident in his generous
donations to various educational institutions. In 1958, he made a notable
contribution of Rs. 1,00,000/- to Akkineni Nageswara Rao College in
Gudiwada, his hometown. He also donated to several other universities,
including Andhra University, Bangalore University, Bombay University,
Kerala University, Madras University, Osmania University, and Sri
Venkateswara University. These donations were used for scholarships
and to support educational development.

In addition to his contributions to education, ANR was actively
involved in charitable efforts. He supported the Chief Minister’s Relief
Fund during times of natural disasters, such as cyclones affecting Andhra
Pradesh. His generosity in times of need demonstrated his commitment
to social welfare and his concern for the well-being of others.

Dr. Akkineni Nageswara Rao’s legacy is a testament to his passion
for cinema, his dedication to the growth of the Telugu film industry, and
his commitment to social causes. His contributions have left an indelible
mark on Indian cinema and continue to influence and inspire new
generations of filmmakers and actors.

As we celebrate the centenary of ANR’s birth, we reflect on his
extraordinary life and achievements. His love for cinema, his efforts to
promote and develop the industry, and his philanthropic work have made
him a beloved and respected figure in Indian culture. ANR’s story is not
just one of professional success but also of a deep commitment to making
a positive impact on society.

The Department of Posts proudly presents a commemorative
Postage stamp honoring Dr. Akkineni Nageswara Rao (ANR). Renowned
for his groundbreaking work in Indian cinema, ANR founded Annapurna
Studios and established the Akkineni Nageswara Rao National Award,
profoundly influencing the film industry. His commitment extended to
education and philanthropy, demonstrating his dedication to societal
betterment. This stamp celebrates his enduring legacy and highlights
the significant impact one individual can have through passion and
generosity. Dr. ANR’s contributions continue to inspire and resonate,
reflecting his lasting influence on both cinema and community.
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