
100TH BIRTH ANNIVERSARY OF  
AKKINENI NAGESWARA RAO

On September 20, 2024, we honor the 100th birth anniversary 
of Dr. Akkineni Nageswara Rao (ANR), a towering figure in Indian 
cinema whose remarkable career spanned over seven decades. Born in 
Venkataraghava Puram Village, Krishna District, Andhra Pradesh, ANR’s 
journey from a young stage performer to a legendary film actor is a story 
of immense talent and dedication.

ANR’s involvement in the arts began early. At the age of 10, he 
started his career in stage acting, initially performing female roles. His 
film debut came in 1941 with the movie Dharmapatni, marking the 
start of a career that would see him become one of the most respected 
figures in Indian cinema. Throughout his life, ANR appeared in 256 films 
across Tamil, Telugu and Hindi languages, showcasing his versatility and 
commitment to his craft.

ANR’s career was characterized by his extraordinary range and 
depth as an actor. He became a prominent figure in Indian cinema, known 
for his ability to portray a wide variety of characters. His contributions 
were not limited to his roles on screen; he also played a crucial role in the 
growth and development of the Telugu film industry.

In 1976, ANR established Annapurna Studios in Hyderabad. This 
initiative was pivotal in shifting the Telugu Film Industry from Chennai 
(formerly Madras) to Hyderabad, where it could flourish within its home 
state of Andhra Pradesh. The establishment of Annapurna Studios was 
a significant milestone, contributing to the industry’s accessibility and 
growth in the region.

ANR’s contributions to cinema earned him numerous accolades 
and honors throughout his lifetime. Some of the most notable awards 
and recognitions include:

•	 Government of India Awards: He received prestigious awards 
such as the Padma Shri, Padma Bhushan, Dada Saheb Phalke 
Award, and Padma Vibhushan. These awards are among the highest 
honors given to individuals for their exceptional contributions to 
Indian cinema and culture.

•	 Regional Honors: ANR was recognized by various states with 
awards like the Raghupathi Venkaiah Award, NTR National Film 
Award, ANNA Award, and Kalidas Koustabh Awards. These awards 
celebrate his impact on the regional film industry and his role in 
advancing cinema.

•	 Lifetime Achievements: Throughout his career, ANR was 
celebrated by the Telugu film industry and various cultural 
organizations both in India and abroad. His achievements were 
recognized with lifetime awards that acknowledged his significant 
contributions to the field of cinema.

In 2005, ANR established the Akkineni Nageswara Rao National 
Award to honor exceptional service to Indian cinema. This award, 
which includes a cash prize of Rs. 5,00,000/-, continues to recognize and 

celebrate the achievements of individuals who have made significant 
contributions to the film industry.

ANR’s impact extended beyond the realm of cinema. He was 
deeply committed to education and charitable causes, reflecting his 
desire to make a positive difference in society. In 2001, he founded the 
International School of Film & Media Education Society to provide 
guidance and education to young people passionate about cinema. 
This institution was established to nurture the next generation of film 
professionals and support their growth in the industry.

ANR’s dedication to education is also evident in his generous 
donations to various educational institutions. In 1958, he made a notable 
contribution of Rs. 1,00,000/- to Akkineni Nageswara Rao College in 
Gudiwada, his hometown. He also donated to several other universities, 
including Andhra University, Bangalore University, Bombay University, 
Kerala University, Madras University, Osmania University, and Sri 
Venkateswara University. These donations were used for scholarships 
and to support educational development.

In addition to his contributions to education, ANR was actively 
involved in charitable efforts. He supported the Chief Minister’s Relief 
Fund during times of natural disasters, such as cyclones affecting Andhra 
Pradesh. His generosity in times of need demonstrated his commitment 
to social welfare and his concern for the well-being of others.

Dr. Akkineni Nageswara Rao’s legacy is a testament to his passion 
for cinema, his dedication to the growth of the Telugu film industry, and 
his commitment to social causes. His contributions have left an indelible 
mark on Indian cinema and continue to influence and inspire new 
generations of filmmakers and actors.

As we celebrate the centenary of ANR’s birth, we reflect on his 
extraordinary life and achievements. His love for cinema, his efforts to 
promote and develop the industry, and his philanthropic work have made 
him a beloved and respected figure in Indian culture. ANR’s story is not 
just one of professional success but also of a deep commitment to making 
a positive impact on society.

The Department of Posts proudly presents a commemorative 
Postage stamp honoring Dr. Akkineni Nageswara Rao (ANR). Renowned 
for his groundbreaking work in Indian cinema, ANR founded Annapurna 
Studios and established the Akkineni Nageswara Rao National Award, 
profoundly influencing the film industry. His commitment extended to 
education and philanthropy, demonstrating his dedication to societal 
betterment. This stamp celebrates his enduring legacy and highlights 
the significant impact one individual can have through passion and 
generosity. Dr. ANR’s contributions continue to inspire and resonate, 
reflecting his lasting influence on both cinema and community.
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vfDdusuh ukxs�j jko dh 100oha t;arh
20 flracj] 2024 dks ge Hkkjrh; flusek dh egku foHkwfr M‚- vfDdusuh 

ukxs�j jko ¼,-,u-vkj-½ dh 100oha t;arh euk jgs gSaA vka/kz çns'k ds —".kk ftys ds 
osadVjk?koiqje~ xkao esa tUes ,-,u-vkj- lkr n'kd ls Hkh vf/kd le; rd flusek txr 
esa lfØ; jgsA ;qok LVst dykdkj ls egku fQYe vfHkusrk cuus rd dk lQj mudh 
vlhe çfrHkk vkSj leiZ.k Hkko dks c;ka djrk gSA

,-,u-vkj- us de mez ls gh dyk ds {ks= esa gkFk vktekuk 'kq: dj fn;k FkkA  
os ek= 10 o"kZ ds Fks] tc mUgksaus LVst vfHku; esa dfj;j dh 'kq#vkr dhA çkjaHk esa os 
efgyk ik=ksa dh Hkwfedk fuHkkrs FksA fQYe txr esa mudk inkiZ.k 1941 esa ^/keZiRuh* 
fQYe ls gqvkA ;gha ls mudk Hkkjrh; flusek dh lqçfrf"Br gfLr;ksa esa 'kkfey gksus dk 
lQj 'kq: gks x;kA vius thoudky esa ,-,u-vkj- us viuh cgqeq[kh çfrHkk vkSj Js"B 
vfHku; ds cy ij rfey] rsyqxw vkSj fganh Hkk"kkvksa dh dqy 256 fQYeksa esa dke fd;kA 

,-,u-vkj- ds dfj;j dh ,d eq[; fo'ks"krk ;g Fkh fd vfHkusrk ds :i esa os 
fdlh Hkh fdjnkj dh xgjkbZ rd mrj tkrs FksA fofo/k çdkj dh Hkwfedk,a dj ikus dh 
viuh blh {kerk ds dkj.k mUgksaus Hkkjrh; flusek esa fof'k"V LFkku gkfly fd;kA mudk 
;ksxnku insZ ij muds }kjk fuHkkbZ xbZ Hkwfedkvksa rd gh lhfer ugha Fkk] cfYd mUgksaus 
rsyqxw fQYe m|ksx dh çxfr vkSj fodkl esa Hkh egRoiw.kZ Hkwfedk fuHkkbZA

1976 esa ,-,u-vkj- us gSnjkckn esa vUuiw.kkZ LVwfM;ks dh LFkkiuk dhA rsyqxw fQYe 
m|ksx dks psUuS ¼iwoZ esa eækl½ ls gSnjkckn f'k¶V djus dh fn'kk esa ;g ,d vR;ar 
egRoiw.kZ dne Fkk] ftlds QyLo:i rsyqxw fQYe m|ksx] vius x`g jkT; vka/kz çns'k 
esa [kwc Qwyk&QykA vUuiw.kkZ LVwfM;ks dh LFkkiuk ,d egRoiw.kZ miyfC/k FkhA bl 
LVwfM;ks us ml {ks=&fo'ks"k esa rsyqxw fQYe m|ksx dh igqap c<+kus vkSj mlds fodkl 
esa ;ksxnku fn;kA

,-,u-vkj- dks vius thoudky ds nkSjku flusek ds {ks= esa fof'k"V ;ksxnku ds 
fy, vusd iqjLdkj vkSj lEeku çkIr gq,A dqNsd egRoiw.kZ iqjLdkjksa vkSj lEekuksa esa 
fuEufyf[kr 'kkfey gSa %&

	Û Hkkjr ljdkj ls çkIr iqjLdkj% M‚- ,-,u-vkj- dks in~eJh] in~eHkw"k.k] nknk 
lkgc QkYds iqjLdkj vkSj in~efoHkw"k.k tSls çfrf"Br iqjLdkjksa ls lEekfur fd;k 
x;kA ;s iqjLdkj] Hkkjrh; flusek vkSj laL—fr ds {ks= esa vlk/kkj.k ;ksxnku ds 
fy, fdlh O;fä&fo'ks"k dks çnku fd, tkus okys loksZPp lEekuksa esa 'kkfey gSaA

	Û {ks=h; lEeku % ,-,u-vkj- dks fofHkUu jkT;ksa }kjk j?kqifr osadS;k iqjLdkj] 
,uVhvkj jk"Vªh; fQYe iqjLdkj] vUuk iqjLdkj vkSj dkfynkl dkSLrHk iqjLdkj 
tSls iqjLdkjksa ls lEekfur fd;k x;kA ;s iqjLdkj] {ks=h; fQYe m|ksx txr 
ij muds çHkko vkSj flusek dh çxfr esa mudh Hkwfedk dh ljkguk djrs gq, 
çnku fd, x, gSaA

	Û ykbQVkbe miyfC/k;ka % ,-,u-vkj- dks muds iwjs dfj;j ds nkSjku] rsyqxw 
fQYe txr ds lkFk&lkFk Hkkjr rFkk fons'kksa esa fofHkUu lkaL—frd laxBuksa }kjk 
iqjL—r fd;k x;kA flusek ds {ks= esa muds egRoiw.kZ ;ksxnku dks js[kkafdr djrs 
gq, mudh miyfC/k;ksa ds fy, mUgsa fofHkUu ykbQVkbe iqjLdkjksa ls lEekfur 
fd;k x;kA

2005 esa ,-,u-vkj- us vfDdusuh ukxs�j jko jk"Vªh; iqjLdkj dh LFkkiuk dhA ;g 
iqjLdkj] Hkkjrh; flusek ds {ks= esa vlk/kkj.k lsok ds lEekuLo:i fn;k tkrk gSA blds 
varxZr fQYe m|ksx esa egRoiw.kZ ;ksxnku nsus okys O;fä&fo'ks"k dks mudh miyfC/k;ksa 
ds fy,  5]00]000@& #i;s dh udn jkf'k iqjLdkj Lo:i nh tkrh gSA

,-,u-vkj- dk çHkko flus txr rd gh lhfer ugha FkkA os f'k{kk vkSj /kekZFkZ dk;ksaZ 
esa Hkh xgu #fp ysrs Fks] tks lekt esa ldkjkRed cnyko ykus dh mudh mRdV bPNk 
dk çrhd gSA o"kZ 2001 esa] mUgksaus flusek ds çfr #fp j[kus okys ;qokvksa ds ekxZn'kZu 
vkSj mUgsa f'k{kk çnku djus ds fy, baVjus'kuy Ldwy v‚Q fQYe ,aM ehfM;k ,tqds'ku 
lkslkbVh dh LFkkiuk dhA bl laLFkk dh LFkkiuk] fQYe is'ksojksa dh Hkkoh ih<+h dks rS;kj 
djus vkSj mUgsa] fQYe txr esa vkxs c<+us esa lgk;rk djus gsrq dh xbZ FkhA

f'k{kk ds çfr ,-,u-vkj- dk leiZ.k Hkko fofHkUu 'kS{kf.kd laLFkkuksa dks muds 
mnkj ân; ls fn, x, nku esa Hkh ifjyf{kr gksrk gSA 1958 esa] mUgksaus vius x`guxj 
xqMhokM+k esa vfDdusuh ukxs�j jko d‚yst dks 1]00]000@& #i;s dk mYys[kuh; 
;ksxnku fn;kA mUgksaus vka/kz fo'ofo|ky;] cSaxyksj fo'ofo|ky;] c‚Ecs fo'ofo|ky;] 
dsjy fo'ofo|ky;] eækl fo'ofo|ky;] mLekfu;k fo'ofo|ky; vkSj Jh osadVs'oj 
fo'ofo|ky; lfgr dbZ vU; fo'ofo|ky;ksa dks Hkh nku fn;kA nkuLo:i nh xbZ fuf/k;ksa 
dk ç;ksx fo|kfFkZ;ksa dks Nk=o`fÙk çnku djus vkSj muds 'kS{kf.kd fodkl esa lg;ksx 
djus ds fy, fd;k x;kA

f'k{kk ds {ks= esa ;ksxnku ds lkFk&lkFk ,-,u-vkj- /kekZFkZ dk;ksaZ esa Hkh dkQh lfØ; 
jgsA mUgksaus fofHkUu çk—frd vkinkvksa tSls pØokr ds nkSjku eq[;ea=h jkgr dks"k esa 
Hkh ;ksxnku fd;kA t:jr ds le; mudh mnkjrk ds lkFk&lkFk nwljksa dh HkykbZ dks 
ysdj fpafrr jgus dh ço`fÙk ^lkekftd dY;k.k* ds çfr mudh çfrc)rk dks n'kkZrh gSA

M‚- vfDdusuh ukxs�j jko dh fojklr flusek ds çfr muds tquwu] rsyqxw fQYe 
m|ksx dh çxfr dks ysdj muds leiZ.kHkko vkSj lkekftd dk;ksaZ ds çfr mudh  
çfrc)rk dk çek.k gSA muds ;ksxnku us] Hkkjrh; flusek ij vfeV Nki NksM+h gS] tks 
ubZ ih<+h ds fQYe fuekZrkvksa rFkk vfHkusrkvksa dks vkt Hkh çHkkfor ,oa çsfjr dj jgh gSA

,-,u-vkj- dh tUe'krh ds volj ij ge muds vlk/kkj.k thou vkSj miyfC/k;ksa 
dk Lej.k djrs gSaA flusek ds çfr muds çse] fQYe txr dh le`f) vkSj fodkl ds 
fy, fd, x, muds ç;kl rFkk muds }kjk fd, x, ijksidkjh dk;ksaZ us mUgsa Hkkjrh; 
laL—fr esa çse vkSj lEeku dk LFkku fn;k gSA ,-,u-vkj- dk thou mudh is'ksoj 
lQyrk dh gh ugha] cfYd lekt ij ldkjkRed Nki NksM+us dh xgu çfrc)rk dh 
xkFkk Hkh gSA 

Mkd foHkkx] M‚- vfDdusuh ukxs�j jko ¼,-,u-vkj-½ ds lEeku Lo:i Lekjd 
Mkd&fVdV tkjh djrs gq, xkSjo dk vuqHko djrk gSA Hkkjrh; flusek esa vius vHkwriwoZ 
;ksxnku ds fy, lqfo[;kr ,-,u-vkj- us vUuiw.kkZ LVwfM;ks vkSj vfDdusuh ukxs�j jko 
jk"Vªh; iqjLdkj dh LFkkiuk dj fQYe txr dks c[kwch çHkkfor fd;kA f'k{kk vkSj 
ijksidkj dks ysdj mudh çfrc)rk lekt dY;k.k ds çfr muds leiZ.kHkko dks n'kkZrh 
gSA ;g Mkd&fVdV] ,-,u-vkj- dh fpjLFkk;h fojklr dk çrhd gS vkSj ;g n'kkZrk gS 
fd fdl çdkj dksbZ O;fä viuh yxu ,oa mnkjrk ls lekt ij egRoiw.kZ çHkko NksM+ 
ldrk gSA M‚- vfDdusuh ukxs�j jko dk ;ksxnku] flusek vkSj lekt nksuksa ds fy, 
çsj.kkiqat dh rjg dke djrk gS vkSj bu nksuksa ij muds vfeV çHkko dks n'kkZrk gSA 
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