
150th Birth Anniversary of Birsa Munda
Birsa Munda, born on November 15, 1875, in Ulihatu, Bihar (now 

in Jharkhand), was a prominent tribal leader and a key figure in India’s 
struggle against British colonial rule. Revered as a folk hero, Birsa Munda’s 
life and legacy represent the fight for the rights of indigenous people, and 
his contributions have made him an iconic figure in Indian history. Birsa 
Munda belonged to the Munda tribe, one of the indigenous communities 
in the Chotanagpur Plateau region. Growing up in a family of traditional 
agriculturalists, he was steeped in the customs and traditions of his tribe, 
which instilled in him a deep sense of identity and belonging.

In his formative years, Birsa experienced the oppressive policies of 
British colonialism and the exploitation of tribal lands by moneylenders 
and landlords. The loss of tribal rights and land, along with the forced 
conversion of tribal people to Christianity by missionaries, fueled his 
awareness of the injustices faced by his community. Birsa’s spiritual 
journey began at a young age, marked by an increasing interest in 
religion and spirituality. He became a follower of the Birsait sect, which 
emphasized the worship of a single God and sought to reclaim the 
tribal way of life from external influences. His charismatic personality 
and oratory skills helped him attract a following among the tribal 
communities.

In 1894, Birsa proclaimed himself a prophet and claimed to have 
a divine mission to liberate his people. He encouraged his followers 
to abandon the practices imposed by outsiders and return to their 
traditional beliefs. This spiritual awakening was a critical aspect of his 
leadership, as it not only unified the tribes but also instilled a sense of 
hope and resistance against colonial rule.

Birsa’s most significant contribution was his leadership of the 
Ulgulan, or the “Great Rebellion” from 1899 to 1900. This movement 
aimed to establish Munda Raj and expel British officials and zamindars 
(landlords) from the region. Birsa’s call to arms resonated deeply with 
the tribal people, who had long suffered under oppressive systems. The 
Ulgulan was not merely a rebellion; it was a socio-political movement 
that sought to restore the rights of the Munda tribe over their ancestral 
lands. Birsa and his followers organized protests, raised awareness about 
their rights, and mobilized the community to resist exploitation. The 
movement gained momentum, with thousands joining in the struggle.

Birsa’s message emphasized self-governance, land rights, and the 
revival of tribal identity. He sought to reclaim the land that had been taken 
from the tribals and to establish a government run by and for the tribal 
people. His vision was clear: a society based on equality and justice. The 
growing influence of Birsa Munda and the Ulgulan movement alarmed 
the British authorities, who responded with a violent crackdown. Despite 
brutal repression, Birsa continued to inspire his followers with his 
unwavering resolve. He was eventually captured in February 1900 and 
imprisoned, tragically dying in custody on June 9, 1900, at the young age 
of 25. His untimely death did not mark the end of his legacy; rather, it 

cemented his status as a martyr and symbol of resistance.

Birsa Munda’s life and struggle left an indelible mark on the tribal 
communities of India. His efforts to empower indigenous people and 
assert their rights have made him a revered figure not only in Jharkhand 
but across India. His teachings continue to resonate, emphasizing self-
determination and justice. Birsa Munda’s legacy is celebrated through 
various cultural and educational initiatives. His birth anniversary is 
observed as “Birsa Munda Jayanti” a public holiday in Jharkhand and 
other states, honouring his contributions to the tribal movement. Statues 
and memorials dedicated to him serve as reminders of his struggle and 
ideals.

In contemporary India, Birsa Munda’s legacy has gained renewed 
significance as the rights of tribal populations are increasingly 
recognized. His vision of a just society continues to inspire movements 
advocating for the rights of indigenous people and environmental 
conservation. Many activists and organizations draw upon his teachings 
to address modern issues of land rights, social justice, and cultural 
preservation. Birsa Munda remains an enduring symbol of resistance 
against oppression and exploitation. His life, though short, was marked 
by a profound commitment to the rights of his people and a vision for a 
just society. As a tribal leader, he not only challenged colonial rule but 
also revitalized tribal identity and culture, leaving behind a legacy that 
continues to inspire future generations.

In a world grappling with issues of inequality and injustice, 
Birsa Munda’s story serves as a powerful reminder of the importance 
of standing up for one’s rights and the enduring spirit of resilience in 
the face of adversity. His contributions to the freedom struggle and the 
empowerment of indigenous communities are celebrated, ensuring that 
his legacy as a hero of the tribal people will endure for generations to 
come.

To commemorate the 150th birth anniversary of Birsa Munda, 
Department of Posts is proud to release a Commemorative Postage Stamp 
to honor his profound contributions as a tribal leader and freedom 
fighter. This initiative recognizes his pivotal role in advocating for the 
rights of indigenous people and his enduring legacy in India’s struggle 
against colonial oppression. By highlighting his vision for social justice 
and empowerment, this stamp aims to inspire future generations to 
uphold his ideals of resilience and unity among tribal communities.
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fcjlk eqaMk dh 150oha t;arh
fcjlk eqaMk dk tUe 15 uoacj] 1875 dks fcgkj ds mfygkrw ¼vc >kj[kaM 

esa½  esa gqvkA os ,d çeq[k vkfnoklh uk;d Fks] ftUgksaus fczfV'k vkSifuosf'kd 'kklu 
ds f[kykQ Hkkjr ds la?k"kZ esa vge Hkwfedk fuHkkbZA yksd uk;d ds :i esa iwts tkus 
okys fcjlk eqaMk dk thou vkSj mudh fojklr] ^ewy fuokfl;ksa* ds vf/kdkjksa ds fy, 
muds }kjk fd, x, la?k"kZ dk çrhd gSA muds bl ;ksxnku us Hkkjrh; bfrgkl 
esa ,d çfrf"Br O;fäRo ds :i esa mudh igpku LFkkfir dhA fcjlk eqaMk] ^eqaMk* 
tutkfr ls FksA ;g tutkfr] NksVk ukxiqj iBkj {ks= ds ewy fuoklh leqnk;ksa esa 
ls ,d gSA ikjaifjd —"kd ifjokj esa iys&c<+s fcjlk] vius tutkrh; jhfr&fjoktksa 
vkSj ijaijkvksa ds çfr xgu #fp j[krs FksA mudh bl #fp us muesa viuh tutkrh; 
igpku ds çfr vxk/k çse vkSj tqM+ko dh Hkkouk iSnk dhA

fd'kksjkoLFkk ls gh] fcjlk us fczfV'k mifuos'kokn dh neudkjh uhfr;ksa vkSj 
lkgwdkjksa rFkk tehankjksa }kjk vkfnoklh Hkwfe ds vfrØe.k tSlh ?kVukvksa dks djhc 
ls ns[kkA vkfnoklh leqnk;ksa ds vf/kdkjksa vkSj mudh tehu Nhus tkus ds vykok 
fe'kufj;ksa }kjk vkfnoklh yksxksa dks tcju bZlkbZ /keZ esa /kekaZrfjr djus dh ?kVukvksa 
us muds eu esa vius leqnk; ds çfr gks jgs vU;k; dks ysdj xgjk vkØks'k mRiUu 
fd;kA fd'kksjkoLFkk ls gh fcjlk dh /keZ ,oa v/;kRe ds çfr xgjh #fp j[kus 
okys fcjlk us ,ds'ojokn vk/kkfjr ^fcjlk;r laçnk;* dks viuk;kA ;g laçnk;] 
vkfnokfl;ksa dh thou 'kSyh dks ckgjh çHkkoksa ls eqä djus gsrq ç;kljr FkkA vius 
dfj'ekbZ O;fäRo vkSj okd~ dkS'ky ds cy ij fcjlk] vkfnoklh leqnk;ksa ds ,d cM+s 
oxZ dks vuq;k;h cukus esa lQy jgsA

1894 esa] fcjlk us [kqn dks iSxEcj ?kksf"kr djrs gq, ?kks"k.kk dh fd vius 
leqnk; ds yksxksa dk m)kj gh mudk fnO; fe'ku gSA mUgksaus] vius vuq;kf;;ksa dks 
ckgjh yksxksa }kjk Fkksih xbZ çFkkvksa dks R;kxus vkSj viuh ikjaifjd ekU;rkvksa dks 
iqu% viukus ds fy, çksRlkfgr fd;kA ;g vk/;kfRed tkx`fr] mudh usr`Ro 'kSyh dk 
,d egRoiw.kZ igyw Fkk] D;ksafd blus u dsoy fofHkUu tutkfr;ksa dks ,dtqV fd;k] 
cfYd muesa vkSifuosf'kd 'kklu ds fo#) yM+ ldus dh mEehn vkSj çfrjks/k dh 
Hkkouk Hkh tkx`r dhA

fcjlk dk lcls egRoiw.kZ ;ksxnku o"kZ 1899 ls 1900 rd ^myxqyku* ;k 
^^egku foæksg^^ dks usr`Ro çnku djuk FkkA bl vkanksyu dk mís';] eqaMk jkt dh 
LFkkiuk vkSj fczfV'k vf/kdkfj;ksa vkSj tehankjksa dks muds {ks= ls csn[ky djuk FkkA 
fcjlk ds l'kL= foæksg ds vkºoku ij yacs le; ls neudkjh O;oLFkkvksa ls ihfM+r 
vkfnoklh turk us mudk lkFk fn;kA myxqyku ek= ,d foæksg ugha Fkk] cfYd ;g 
,d lkekftd&jktuhfrd vkanksyu Fkk ftldk mís'; eqaMk tutkfr ds yksxksa dk 
mudh iSr`d Hkwfe ij iqu% vf/kdkj LFkkfir djkuk FkkA fcjlk vkSj muds vuq;kf;;ksa 
us reke fojks/k çn'kZu fd,]  yksxksa dks muds vf/kdkjksa ds ckjs esa tkx:d fd;k vkSj 
leqnk; dks laxfBr dj mUgsa 'kks"k.k ds fo#) yM+us ds fy, çsfjr fd;kA bu ç;klksa 
ds QyLo:i] gtkjksa yksx ,dtqV gq, vkSj vkanksyu dks cy feykA

fcjlk us vius lans'kksa esa Lo'kklu] Hkw vf/kdkj vkSj vkfnoklh igpku iqu% 
LFkkfir djus ij tksj fn;kA mUgksaus vkfnokfl;ksa ls Nhuh xbZ tehu dks okil çkIr 
djus rFkk ^vkfnokfl;ksa }kjk] vkfnokfl;ksa ds fy, ljdkj* LFkkfir djus dk Hkh 
vkºoku fd;kA mudk –f"Vdks.k Li"V Fkk & lekurk vkSj U;k; ij vk/kkfjr lekt 
dh LFkkiukA fcjlk eqaMk vkSj myxqyku vkanksyu ds c<+rs çHkko us fczfV'k vf/kdkfj;ksa dks 
fpark esa Mky fn;k vkSj os fgald neu ij mrj vk,A vaxzstksa dh reke Øwjrkvksa ds 

ckotwn] fcjlk vius –<+ ladYi ds cy ij vius vuq;kf;;ksa dks çsfjr djrs jgsA 
varr% Qjojh 1900 esa vaxzstksa us mUgsa idM+dj tsy esa Mky fn;k vkSj blh fgjklr 
ds nkSjku 9 twu] 1900 dks 25 o"kZ dh vYik;q esa mudh e`R;q gks xbZA mudh ;g 
vlkef;d e`R;q] muds fopkjksa vkSj fojklr dk var ugha Fkh] cfYd] muds bl cfynku 
us ,d vej 'kghn vkSj ØkfUr ds /otokgd ds :i esa mudh igpku LFkkfir dhA

fcjlk eqaMk ds thou vkSj la?k"kZ us Hkkjr ds vkfnoklh leqnk;ksa ij ,d vfeV 
Nki NksM+h gSA ewy fuokfl;ksa ds l'kähdj.k vkSj mUgsa] muds vf/kdkjksa ds çfr 
tkx:d djus ds ç;klksa us fcjlk eqaMk dks u dsoy >kj[kaM cfYd iwjs Hkkjr o"kZ esa 
,d oanuh; O;fäRo ds :i esa çfrf"Br fd;k gSA LojkT;  vkSj U;k; ds fl)kar ij 
vk/kkfjr mudh f'k{kk,¡ vkt Hkh çklafxd gSaA fcjlk eqaMk dh vej fojklr dk mRlo 
fofHkUu lkaL—frd vkSj 'kSf{kd igyksa ds tfj, euk;k tkrk gSA vkfnoklh vkanksyu esa 
fcjlk eqaMk ds ;ksxnku dks ns[krs gq, mudh t;arh dks ^^fcjlk eqaMk t;arh^^ ds :i 
esa euk;k tkrk gSA >kj[kaM rFkk vU; jkT;ksa esa bl fnu lkoZtfud vodk'k jgrk gSA 
fcjlk dks lefiZr çfrek,¡ vkSj Lekjd] muds la?k"kksaZ vkSj vkn'kksaZ dk Lej.k djkrs gSaA

ledkyhu Hkkjr esa] vkfnoklh vkcknh ds vf/kdkjksa dks rsth ls ekU;rk fey 
jgh gSA blds QyLo:i] fcjlk eqaMk dh fojklr iqu% çklafxd gks xbZ gSA U;k;iw.kZ 
lekt dks ysdj mudk –f"Vdks.k] ewy fuokfl;ksa ds vf/kdkjksa vkSj i;kZoj.k laj{k.k 
dh odkyr djus okys vkanksyuksa dks çsfjr djrk gSA reke lkekftd dk;ZdrkZ vkSj 
laxBu] Hkwfe vf/kdkj] lkekftd U;k; rFkk lkaL—frd laj{k.k ls lacaf/kr fofHkUu 
vk/kqfud eqíksa dk lek/kku <w¡<us ds fy, fcjlk dh f'k{kkvksa ls çsj.kk ysrs gSaA fcjlk 
eqaMk vkt Hkh mRihM+u vkSj 'kks"k.k ds fo#) çfrjks/k ds fpjLFkk;h çrhd gSaA mudk 
NksVk lk thoudky] tutkrh; yksxksa ds vf/kdkjksa ds çfr mudh xgu çfrc)rk vkSj 
U;k;iw.kZ lekt ds çfr muds –f"Vdks.k dks çfrfcafcr djrk gSA vkfnoklh usrk ds 
:i esa] mUgksaus u dsoy vkSifuosf'kd 'kklu dks pqukSrh nh] cfYd vkfnoklh igpku 
vkSj laL—fr dks Hkh iquthZfor fd;kA og vius ihNs ,d ,slh fojklr NksM+ x, gSa] 
tks vkus okyh ihf<+;ksa dks Hkh çsfjr djrh jgsxhA

vlekurk vkSj vU;k; dh leL;k ls tw> jgh nqfu;k esa] fcjlk eqaMk dh thou 
xkFkk vius vf/kdkjksa ds fy, yM+us vkSj çfrdwy ifjfLFkfr;ksa dk MVdj lkeuk djus 
ds egRo dk lans'k nsrh gSA Lora=rk laxzke vkSj LFkkuh; leqnk;ksa ds l'kähdj.k esa 
fcjlk eqaMk ds ;ksxnku dks vkt Hkh ;kn fd;k tkrk gSA vkfnoklh turk ds uk;d 
ds :i esa mudh fojklr vkus okyh ihf<+;ksa dks fu%lansg çsfjr djrh jgsxhA

vkfnoklh uk;d vkSj Lora=rk lsukuh ds :i esa fcjlk eqaMk ds vçfre ;ksxnku 
ds lEekuLo:i Mkd foHkkx] fcjlk eqaMk dh 150oha t;arh ds miy{; esa Lekjd 
Mkd&fVdV tkjh djrs gq, xkSjo dk vuqHko djrk gSA ;g igy] LFkkuh; fuokfl;ksa 
ds vf/kdkjksa ds fy, vkokt mBkus esa mudh egRoiw.kZ Hkwfedk vkSj vkSifuosf'kd 
mRihM+u ds fo#) Hkkjr ds la?k"kZ esa muds vHkwriwoZ ;ksxnku dks js[kkafdr djrh 
gSA lkekftd U;k; vkSj l'kähdj.k ds muds –f"Vdks.k dks mtkxj djrs bl 
Mkd&fVdV dk mís'; Hkkoh ihf<+;ksa dks vkfnoklh leqnk;ksa ds tq>k:iu vkSj mudh 
,drk ds laca/k esa Hkxoku fcjlk eqaMk }kjk LFkkfir çfrekuksa dk vuqlj.k djus gsrq 
çsfjr djuk gSA
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