
100th Birth Anniversary of Mukesh
Mukesh Chand Mathur, revered as one of the most iconic 

playback singers in the history of Indian cinema, etched a lasting 
legacy through his mellifluous voice and profound emotional 
expression. Born on July 22, 1923, in Delhi, Mukesh’s journey 
from modest beginnings to musical greatness is a tale of talent, 
perseverance, and enduring impact. 

Mukesh’s early life was marked by humble circumstances, 
where he initially worked as a peon in the Central Public Works 
Department. During this time, fate intervened, and the renowned 
actor Motilal discovered his exceptional vocal ability. Recognizing 
Mukesh’s potential, Motilal encouraged him to pursue a career in 
playback singing, thus setting the stage for his remarkable ascent in 
the world of music. 

Arriving in Bombay (now Mumbai) in the 1940s, Mukesh 
embarked on his professional singing career, honing his craft with 
unwavering determination. His debut in playback singing quickly 
garnered attention, as his voice possessed a unique blend of depth, 
clarity, and emotive power that resonated deeply with listeners. 
Collaborations with eminent composers like Naushad, Anil Biswas, 
and Ghulam Haider further showcased Mukesh’s versatility and 
ability to interpret diverse musical styles with finesse. 

Mukesh’s breakthrough came with the film “Pehli Nazar” 
(1945), where his rendition of the song “Dil Jalta Hai To Jalne De” 
captivated audiences and established him as a formidable presence 
in the realm of Hindi film music. Throughout the 1940s and 1950s, 
Mukesh continued to deliver a string of memorable hits, including 
the hauntingly poignant “Awara Hoon” from the film “Awara” (1951) 
and the soul-stirring “Jeena Yahan Marna Yahan” from “Mera Naam 
Joker” (1970), which showcased his ability to convey deep emotions 
through his singing. 

One of Mukesh’s defining qualities was his ability to evoke 
a range of emotions—from joy and romance to melancholy and 
introspection—through his vocal performances. His voice became 
synonymous with the golden era of Bollywood music, resonating 
with audiences across India and beyond. Songs like “Mera Joota 
Hai Japani” from “Shree 420” (1955) and “Main Pal Do Pal Ka 
Shayar Hoon” from “Kabhi Kabhie” (1976) exemplify his mastery in 
capturing the essence of each lyric and melody, elevating them to the 
status of timeless classics. 

Beyond Hindi cinema, Mukesh’s influence extended to regional 
languages, where he lent his enchanting voice to songs in Gujarati, 
Marathi, Bengali, Rajasthani, Punjabi, and even Sanskrit. His ability 
to transcend linguistic barriers endeared him to audiences across 

India, solidifying his reputation as a pan-Indian icon of musical 
excellence. In recognition of his exceptional contributions to Indian 
music, Mukesh received numerous accolades during his career. 
He was honored with several Filmfare Awards for Best Playback 
Singer, including posthumous recognition for his poignant rendition 
in “Kabhi Kabhie”. Additionally, Mukesh was bestowed with the 
prestigious National Film Award for Best Male Playback Singer for 
his soulful rendition of “Kai Baar Yun Bhi Dekha Hai” from the film 
“Rajnigandha” (1974), underscoring his versatility and enduring 
appeal.

Despite his towering success in the world of music, Mukesh 
remained grounded and committed to philanthropic causes. He 
actively participated in social initiatives and was a devoted member 
of Rotary International, using his talent to entertain and uplift 
communities during times of national crisis. 

Tragically, Mukesh’s life was cut short on August 27, 1976, when 
he passed away suddenly during a concert tour in the United States. 
His untimely demise left a profound void in the hearts of music lovers 
worldwide, marking a somber moment in Indian music history. Yet, 
Mukesh’s legacy endures through his timeless melodies, which 
continue to captivate new generations and evoke deep emotional 
resonance. 

Mukesh Chand Mathur’s journey from a humble beginning to 
becoming an iconic figure in Indian playback singing exemplifies the 
transformative power of music. His ability to touch hearts and convey 
profound emotions through his soulful voice remains unparalleled, 
making him a timeless beacon of artistic excellence. Mukesh’s 
contributions to Hindi cinema and Indian music as a whole are not 
just a chapter in history but a testament to the enduring impact of 
his talent and dedication. As long as there are melodies that stir the 
soul and songs that resonate with emotion, Mukesh’s voice will echo 
through the corridors of time, reminding us of the enduring power of 
music to transcend boundaries and enrich human experience.

Department of Posts is delighted to release a commemorative 
postage stamp on Voice of Indian Music Mukesh. With his 
emotive voice and unforgettable songs, Mukesh’s contribution to 
music has left an enduring legacy that inspires generations. This 
commemoration not only celebrates his remarkable talent but also 
ensures that his influence on Indian music is remembered and 
cherished for years to come.
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eqds'k dh 100oha t;arh
Hkkjrh; flusek ds bfrgkl ds lqçfrf"Br ik'kZ~o xk;dksa esa ls ,d eqds'k pan 

ekFkqj us viuh e/kqj vkokt vkSj Hkkoqd dj nsus okys vankt ds tfj, vfeV Nki 
NksM+h gSA 22 tqykbZ] 1923 dks fnYyh ds ,d lk/kkj.k ifjokj esa tUes eqds'k }kjk 
laxhr ds {ks= esa vius fy, bruk cM+k eqdke gkfly djus rd dh ;k=k çfrHkk] 
–<+ ladYi vkSj /kS;Z dh felky gSA 

eqds'k dk çkjafHkd thou cgqr gh lk/kkj.k ifjfLFkfr;ksa esa chrkA mUgksaus vius 
dfj;j dh 'kq#vkr dsaæh; yksd fuekZ.k foHkkx esa pijklh ds :i esa dhA blh 
nkSjku] muds HkkX; us djoV yh vkSj mudh HksaV ml le; ds lqçfl) vfHkusrk 
eksrhyky ls gqbZA eksrhyky us eqds'k dh vlk/kkj.k xk;u çfrHkk dks igpkuk vkSj 
mUgsa ik'kZ~o xk;u ds {ks= esa dfj;j cukus ds fy, çksRlkfgr fd;kA bl çdkj] 
laxhr dh nqfu;k esa eqds'k ds 'kkunkj lQj dh 'kq#vkr gqbZA

1940 ds n'kd esa eqds'k c‚Ecs ¼vc eqacbZ½ vk x, vkSj ;gka ik'kZ~o xk;d ds 
:i esa vius dfj;j dh 'kq#vkr dj os fujarj viuh dyk dks fu[kkjrs jgsA eqds'k 
dh vkokt esa xgjkbZ vkSj Li"Vrk ds lkFk&lkFk ,slh HkkoukRed 'kfä Fkh fd ik'kZ~o 
xk;u ds {ks= esa dfj;j dh 'kq#vkr ls gh mUgksaus yksxksa dk eu eksg fy;k vkSj 
lQyrk ds lksiku p<+us yxsA ukS'kkn] vfuy fcLokl vkSj xqyke gSnj tSls ç[;kr 
laxhrdkjksa ds lkFk eqds'k dh tqxycanh us mudh cgqeq[kh çfrHkk vkSj fofHkUu çdkj 
dh laxhr 'kSfy;ksa dks dq'kyrk ls fuHkk ldus dh {kerk dks vkSj Hkh vf/kd fu[kkjkA

eqds'k dks cM+h lQyrk fQYe ^^igyh utj^^ ¼1945½ ls feyh] ftlesa muds 
}kjk xk, x, xhr ^^fny tyrk gS rks tyus ns^^ us Jksrkvksa dks ea=eqX/k dj fn;kA 
bl xhr ds ek/;e ls eqds'k us fganh fQYe laxhr ds {ks= esa viuh etcwr mifLFkfr 
ntZ djkbZA 1940 vkSj 1950 ds n'kd esa] eqds'k us dbZ ;knxkj xhr xk,] ftuesa 
fQYe ^^vkokjk^^ ¼1951½ dk fny dks Nw ysus okyk xhr ^^vkokjk gw¡^^ vkSj ^^esjk 
uke tksdj^^ ¼1970½ dk ^^thuk ;gk¡ ejuk ;gk¡^^ 'kkfey gSA bu xhrksa esa] xk;u ds 
ek/;e ls xgure laosnukvksa dks lgtrk ls O;ä dj nsus dh eqds'k dh {kerk 
c[kwch ifjyf{kr gqbZA ;s xhr] xk;u ds ek/;e ls Hkkoukvksa dks lgt c;ka djus 
dh mudh {kerk dk çek.k Hkh gSaA 

eqds'k dh eq[; fo'ks"krk ;g Fkh fd os vius xhrksa ds tfj, Jksrkvksa ds eu 
esa [kq'kh vkSj çse ls ysdj mnklh vkSj vkRefo'ys"k.k tSlh vusd çdkj dh Hkkouk,a 
tkx`r djus esa l{ke FksA blh otg ls ns'k&fons'k ds Jksrkvksa ds chp yksdfç; jgh 
eqds'k dh vkokt c‚yhoqM laxhr ds lqugjs nkSj dk i;kZ; cu xbZA blds vykok] 
^^Jh 420^^ ¼1955½ dk xhr ^^esjk twrk gS tkikuh^^ vkSj ^^dHkh dHkh^^ ¼1976½ dk xhr 
^^eSa iy nks iy dk 'kk;j gw¡^^ ,sls dkykrhr DykflDl gSa tks gj çdkj ds cksy 
vkSj /kqu ij vklkuh ls idM+ cuk ldus ds muds dkS'ky dk vuqie mnkgj.k gSaA

fganh flusek ds lkFk&lkFk] eqds'k us {ks=h; Hkk"kkvksa esa Hkh viuh vkokt dk 
tknw fc[ksjkA mUgksaus xqtjkrh] ejkBh] caxkyh] jktLFkkuh] iatkch vkSj ;gk¡ rd fd 
laL—r esa Hkh dbZ xhr xk,A Hkk"kkbZ ca/kuksa dks rksM+dj fofHkUu Hkk"kkvksa esa dkS'kyiw.kZ 
xk;u dh mudh {kerk us mUgsa iwjs Hkkjr esa Jksrkvksa dk pgsrk cuk fn;k] ftlls iwjs 
Hkkjr esa mR—"V xk;d ds :i esa mudh çfr"Bk vkSj vf/kd etcwr gqbZA Hkkjrh; 
laxhr esa muds vlk/kkj.k ;ksxnku ds fy, mUgsa muds dfj;j ds nkSjku fofHkUu 
iqjLdkjksa ls lEekfur fd;k x;kA buesa loZJs"B ik'kZ~o xk;u ds fy, fQYeQs;j 

iqjLdkj rFkk fQYe] ^^dHkh dHkh^^ esa muds eeZLi'khZ xk;u ds fy, ej.kksijkar fn;k 
x;k iqjLdkj Hkh 'kkfey gSA blds vykok] eqds'k dks fQYe ^^jtuhxa/kk^^ ¼1974½ ds 
^^dbZ ckj ;w¡ Hkh ns[kk gS^^ ds Hkkoiw.kZ xk;u ds fy, loZJs"B iq#"k ik'kZ~o xk;d Js.kh 
ds çfrf"Br jk"Vªh; fQYe iqjLdkj ls Hkh lEekfur fd;k x;kA ;s iqjLdkj mudh 
cgqeq[kh çfrHkk vkSj fpjLFkk;h vihy dks js[kkafdr djrs gSaA

laxhr dh nqfu;k esa vikj lQyrk çkIr djus ds ckotwn eqds'k lnSo tehu 
ls tqM+s jgs vkSj ijksidkj ds çfr lefiZr jgsA eqds'k fofHkUu lkekftd dk;ksaZ esa Hkh 
iwjh lfØ;rk ls Hkkxhnkjh djrs FksA os jksVjh baVjus'kuy ds lefiZr lnL; jgsA 
jk"Vªh; ladV ds le; esa eqds'k us viuh foy{k.k çfrHkk ls ns'k ds ukxfjdksa dk 
euksjatu dj mudk eukscy cuk, j[kkA 

nqHkkZX;o'k] 27 vxLr] 1976 dks la;qä jkT; vesfjdk esa ,d laxhr Vwj ds 
nkSjku eqds'k dk vle; fu/ku gks x;kA bl ?kVuk us nqfu;k Hkj ds laxhr çsfe;ksa 
ds fnyksa esa dHkh u Hkj ikus okyk [kkyhiu NksM+ fn;kA Hkkjrh; laxhr ds bfrgkl 
esa ;g ,d nq[kn {k.k FkkA rFkkfi] eqds'k dh fojklr muds dkykrhr xhrksa ds 
ek/;e ls vkt Hkh thfor gSA ;s xhr vkt Hkh ubZ ihf<+;ksa dks vkdf"kZr dj muds 
fnyksa esa xgjs tTckr mRiUu djrs gSaA 

,d lk/kkj.k i`"BHkwfe ls Hkkjrh; ik'kZ~o xk;u ds {ks= dh çfrf"Br gLrh 
cuus rd dk eqds'k pan ekFkqj dk lQj] laxhr dh ifjorZudkjh 'kfä dk vuqie 
mnkgj.k gSA viuh Hkkoiw.kZ vkokt ds tfj, fnyksa dks Nw ysus vkSj xgjh Hkkoukvksa 
dks O;ä dj ldus dh eqds'k dh {kerk vf}rh; FkhA mudh ;gh {kerk dykRed 
mR—"Vrk ds LFkk;h çrhd ds :i esa mudh igpku LFkkfir djrh gSA fganh flusek 
vkSj Hkkjrh; laxhr esa eqds'k dk ;ksxnku bfrgkl dk ,d v/;k; ek= ugha] cfYd 
mudh çfrHkk vkSj leiZ.k ds LFkk;h çHkko dk çek.k gSA tc rd fnyksa dks Nw 
ysus okyh /kqusa vkSj Hkkoukvksa ds Tokj mRiUu djus okys xhr lqus tkrs jgsaxs] le; 
ds xfy;kjksa esa eqds'k dh vkokt ,sls gh xwatrh jgsxh vkSj gesa ;kn fnykrh jgsxh 
fd laxhr] lHkh çdkj ds ca/kuksa ls ijs gS vkSj ;g leLr ekuork dks le`) djus 
okyk vuqHko gSA

Mkd foHkkx] Hkkjrh; laxhr dh vkokt] ^eqds'k* ij Lekjd Mkd&fVdV tkjh 
djrs gq, çlUurk dk vuqHko djrk gSA ;g Mkd&fVdV u dsoy mudh foy{k.k 
çfrHkk dks js[kkafdr djrk gS] cfYd ;g Hkh lqfuf'pr djrk gS fd Hkkjrh; laxhr ds 
{ks= esa mudk çHkko vkus okys dbZ o"kksaZ rd ;kn j[kk tk,xk vkSj latks;k tk,xkA 
viuh Hkkoiw.kZ vkokt vkSj vfoLej.kh; xhrksa ls eqds'k us laxhr ds {ks= esa ,d 
,slh fpjLFkk;h fojklr NksM+h gS tks vkus okyh dbZ ihf<+;ksa dks çsj.kk nsrh jgsxhA

Mkd foHkkx] Hkkjrh; laxhr dh vkokt] ^eqds'k* ij Lekjd Mkd&fVdV 
tkjh djrs gq, çlUurk dk vuqHko djrk gSA ;g Mkd&fVdV u dsoy mudh 
foy{k.k çfrHkk dks js[kkafdr djrk gS] cfYd Hkkjrh; laxhr ds {ks= esa muds çHkko 
dks o"kksaZ rd ;kn j[kus vkSj latksus dk ek/;e Hkh gSA viuh Hkkoiw.kZ vkokt vkSj  
vfoLej.kh; xhrksa ls eqds'k us laxhr ds {ks= esa ,d ,slh fpjLFkk;h fojklr NksM+h 
gS] tks vkus okyh dbZ ihf<+;ksa ds fy, çsj.kklzksr cuh jgsxhA
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