
100 Years of Hindustan Times
The Hindustan Times has been a significant force in 

Indian journalism and public life for 100 years, evolving from 
its origins in the freedom struggle to become a leading voice 
in contemporary media. Launched on September 15, 1924, the 
newspaper’s inception was closely tied to India’s anti-colonial 
and social reform movements. Amidst the political turbulence 
of early 20th-century India, the Gurudwara Reform Movement 
aimed to remove corrupt priests loyal to the British, leading to 
peaceful protests by the Akalis which were violently suppressed. 
In response, a group of Akalis including Sunder Singh Lyallpuri, 
Tej Singh Samundri and Sardar Mangal Singh saw the need for a 
newspaper to amplify their message.

Mahatma Gandhi inaugurated The Hindustan Times and 
selected K.M. Panikkar as its editor. Gandhi’s advice to Panikkar 
emphasized the importance of honesty and transparency, a 
principle that remains a cornerstone of the newspaper’s ethos. 
The early years were challenging, with the paper struggling 
financially. Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya provided crucial 
support by borrowing Rs 40,000 from Punjab National Bank, 
chaired by Lala Lajpat Rai to cover debts. By 1927, the newspaper 
was restructured into a limited liability company with Pandit 
Madan Mohan Malaviya on the board and Ghanshyam Das Birla, 
a key supporter of Gandhi, as a major shareholder.

By 1930, The Hindustan Times had made significant strides 
with a circulation of nearly 30,000 copies reaching readers 
across Punjab, Uttar Pradesh and Rajasthan. However, the 
colonial government imposed strict press laws, often penalizing 
newspapers for their content. During the Quit India movement in 
August 1942, The Hindustan Times voluntarily ceased operations 
for four months in protest against these restrictions.

The newspaper was not only a nationalist platform but 
also a voice for an emerging nation. It launched its Hindi sister 
publication, Hindustan, in 1936, broadening its impact. The 
newspaper featured writings by eminent figures such as Motilal 
Nehru, Maulana Mohammed Ali and Jawaharlal Nehru in its 
first issue. Over time, it published influential works, including 
Gandhi’s autobiography, My Experiments With Truth and 
contributions from international figures like Eleanor Roosevelt 
and Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. The Hindustan Times was also 
known for its distinguished journalists including cartoonist K. 
Shankar Pillai, reporter Durga Das and editor Pothan Joseph. 
Devdas Gandhi, Mahatma Gandhi’s third son served as managing 

editor from 1937 to 1957, contributing significantly to the 
newspaper’s development.

Following India’s independence in 1947, The Hindustan 
Times faced the task of navigating a new and complex political 
landscape. The violence of Partition and the assassination of 
Gandhi were profound challenges. Despite these difficulties, 
the newspaper remained committed to supporting and shaping 
the nation. It played a role in nation-building, raising funds 
for soldiers, reporting on the lives of ordinary Indians and 
pioneering pictorial storytelling through photojournalism. Its 
editorials were candid and critical, reflecting the concerns of a 
young Republic.

Under the guidance of the Birla family, the newspaper 
continued to adapt and grow. Krishna Kumar Birla who succeeded 
his father G.D. Birla in 1957, expanded the newspaper’s reach and 
launched new publications such as the tabloid “Morning Echo”, 
the children’s magazine “Nandan” and the literary magazine 
“Kadambini” in Hindi. Despite these expansions, the focus on 
nationalism remained central to The Hindustan Times.

In the late 20th and early 21st centuries, The Hindustan 
Times embraced modernity with Shobhana Bhartia, Krishna 
Kumar Birla’s daughter, leading the newspaper into the digital 
age. Under her leadership, the newspaper launched new city 
editions, invested in its online presence and introduced lifestyle 
products like “HT Brunch” and ”HT City”. The Hindustan Times 
also initiated the Hindustan Times Leadership Summit (HTLS) 
in 2003, an annual event that gathers global leaders and thinkers 
to discuss important issues.

The Department of Posts is proud to release a commemorative 
postage stamp celebrating 100 years of The Hindustan Times. Over 
the past century, The Hindustan Times has steadfastly upheld its 
role as a significant voice in national discourse. Reflecting the 
vision of its founders, the newspaper has navigated a century 
of change while remaining true to the principles of integrity 
and commitment that have guided it from its inception. This 
commemorative stamp honors the newspaper’s enduring legacy 
and its contribution to shaping India’s media landscape.
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fganqLrku VkbEl ds 100 o"kZ
fganqLrku VkbEl dh LFkkiuk Lora=rk vkanksyu ds nkSjku gqbZA rc ls 

ysdj vc rd fiNys 100 o"kZ ls ;g lekpkj i= Hkkjrh; i=dkfjrk vkSj 
lkoZtfud thou esa egRoiw.kZ Hkwfedk fuHkk jgk gS vkSj ledkyhu ehfM;k esa 
[kcjksa vkSj fu"i{k fopkjksÙkstd ys[kksa dh otg ls ,d egRoiw.kZ vkokt cudj 
mHkjkA bl lekpkj i= ds çdk'ku dh 'kq:vkr 15 flracj] 1924 dks Hkkjr 
ds mifuos'kokn fojks/kh ,oa lkekftd lq/kkj vkanksyu ds le; esa gqbZA 20oha 
lnh ds iwokZ/kZ esa Hkkjr esa gks jgh jktuhfrd mFky&iqFky ds chp] vaxzstksa ds 
çfr oQknkj Hkz"V /kekZpkfj;ksa dks gVkus ds mís'; ls vdkfy;ksa us ^xq#}kjk lq/kkj 
vkanksyu* ds varxZr 'kkafriw.kZ fojks/k çn'kZu fd;k ftldk neu fgald :i 
ls dj fn;k x;k FkkA blds tokc esa] lqanj flag yk;yiqjh] rst flag leqaæh 
vkSj ljnkj eaxy flag lfgr reke vdkfy;ksa ds ,d lewg us viuh ckr dks 
tu tu rd igqapkus ds fy, ,d lekpkj i= dh vko';drk eglwl dhA

fganqLrku VkbEl dk 'kqHkkjaHk egkRek xka/kh ds dj deyksa ls gqvk Fkk 
vkSj mUgksaus ds-,e- if.kDdj dks bldk laiknd pqukA xka/kh us bZekunkjh vkSj 
ikjnf'kZrk ds egRo ij cy nsrs gq, if.kDdj dks tks lq>ko çnku fd,] os 
vkt Hkh lekpkj i=ksa ds pfj= dk vk/kkj gSaA vkfFkZd leL;kvksa ds dkj.k 
bl lekpkj i= ds 'kq#vkrh o"kZ pqukSrhiw.kZ jgsA iafMr enu eksgu ekyoh; 
us blds dtsZ dks pqdkus ds fy, ykyk yktir jk; dh xouZjf'ki okys 
iatkc us'kuy cSad ls 40]000 #i;s m/kkj ysdj egRoiw.kZ lgk;rk çnku dhA 
o"kZ 1927 vkrs&vkrs bl i= dks ^fyfeVsM ns;rk daiuh* ds :i esa iquxZfBr 
dj fn;k x;k] vkSj blds cksMZ esa iafMr enu eksgu ekyoh; rFkk xka/kh th 
ds [kkl lg;ksxh ?ku';ke nkl fcM+yk dks ,d çeq[k 'ks;j/kkjd ds :i esa 
lfEefyr fd;k x;kA

o"kZ 1930 rd] fganqLrku VkbEl dkQh çxfr dj pqdk FkkA leLr iatkc] 
mÙkj çns'k vkSj jktLFkku esa bl i= dh yxHkx 30]000 çfr;k¡ ikBdksa rd 
igq¡p jgh FkhaA rFkkfi] vkSifuosf'kd ljdkj us l[r çsl dkuwu ykxw dj fn, 
vkSj lekpkj i=ksa ij mudh çdkf'kr lkexzh ds fy, vDlj nafMr fd;k tkrk 
jgkA vxLr] 1942 esa Hkkjr NksM+ks vkanksyu ds nkSjku] fganqLrku VkbEl us bu 
çfrca/kksa ds fojks/k esa pkj eghus rd LosPNk ls vius çdk'ku dks can dj fn;kA

;g lekpkj i= u dsoy ,d jk"Vªoknh eap Fkk] cfYd ,d mHkjrs jk"Vª 
dh vkokt Hkh FkkA o"kZ 1936 esa fganqLrku VkbEl us viuk foLrkj djrs gq, 
fganh esa viuk ,d lg;ksxh v[kckj ^fganqLrku* 'kq: fd;k] blls lekpkj i= 
dk Qyd vkSj Hkh O;kid gks x;kA v[k़ckj us vius igys vad esa eksrhyky 
usg:] ekSykuk eksgEen vyh vkSj tokgjyky usg: tSlh çfrf"Br gfLr;ksa ds 
ys[k çdkf'kr fd,A blds ckn dh vof/k esa Hkh xka/kh dh vkRedFkk& lR; ds 
lkFk esjs ç;ksx vkSj ,ysuksj :tosYV rFkk M‚- ekfVZu ywFkj fdax twfu;j tSlh 
varjjk"Vªh; gfLr;ksa ds ys[kksa lfgr reke çHkko'kkyh 'kf[l;rksa dh jpuk,a Hkh 
çdkf'kr dhaA fganqLrku VkbEl vius çfrf"Br i=dkjksa ds fy, Hkh tkuk tkrk 
jgk ftuesa dkVwZfuLV ds-'kadj fiYybZ] fjiksVZj nqxkZ nkl vkSj laiknd iksFku 
tkslsQ 'kkfey FksA egkRek xka/kh ds rhljs csVs nsonkl xka/kh us o"kZ 1937 ls 

1957 rd lekpkj i= ds çca/k laiknd ds :i esa dk;Z fd;k vkSj bl lekpkj 
i= ds fodkl esa egRoiw.kZ ;ksxnku fn;kA

o"kZ 1947 esa Hkkjr dh Lora=rk ds ckn] fganqLrku VkbEl dks ,d u, 
vkSj tfVy ,oa isphns jktuhfrd ifj–'; ls xqtjuk iM+kA foHkktu ls mith 
fgalk vkSj xka/kh th dh gR;k tSlh fodV pqukSfr;ka mB [kM+h gqbZaA fdUrq bu 
lc dfBukb;ksa ds ckotwn] ;g lekpkj i= ns'k ds lkFk da/ks ls da/kk feykdj 
pyus vkSj mls lgh fn'kk fn[kkus ds çfr çfrc) jgkA fganqLrku VkbEl us 
jk"Vª fuekZ.k laca/kh xfrfof/k;ksa esa egRoiw.kZ Hkwfedk fuHkkrs gq, vkSj lSfudksa ds 
fy, /ku tqVkus] vke Hkkjrh;ksa ds thou ls tqM+h gqbZ fjiksfVaZx djus] QksVks 
i=dkfjrk ds ek/;e ls fofo/krkiw.kZ lekpkjksa vkSj dFkkvksa dks lfp= çLrqr 
djus dh dyk esa u, çfreku x<+sA lekpkj i= ds laikndh; Li"V] fu"i{k 
vkSj vkykspukRed jgs] tks bl uoxfBr x.kjkT; dh fparkvksa vkSj ljksdkjksa 
dks n'kkZus dk dke djrs FksA

fcM+yk ifjokj ds ekxZn'kZu esa bl lekpkj i= us [kqn dks <kyuk vkSj 
fodflr djuk tkjh j[kkA o"kZ 1957 esa] th Mh fcM+yk ds mÙkjkf/kdkjh ds :i 
esa —".k dqekj fcM+yk us lekpkj i= dh igqap dks vkSj vf/kd O;kid cukrs 
gq, VSCy‚;M e‚fuaZx bZdks] fganh esa cky if=dk ^uanu* vkSj lkfgfR;d if=dk 
^dknfEcuh* tSls u, çdk'ku vkjaHk fd,A bu foLrkjksa ds ckotwn] jk"Vªokn 
lnSo gh fganqLrku VkbEl ds dsUæ esa jgkA

20oha lnh ds vafre n'kdksa esa vkSj 21oha lnh ds 'kq:vkrh o"kksaZ esa] —".k dqekj 
fcM+yk dh lqiq=h 'kksHkuk Hkjfr;k ds usr`Ro esa vk/kqfudrk ds lkFk dnerky 
djrs gq, ^n fganqLrku VkbEl* us fMftVy ;qx esa ços'k fd;kA muds usr`Ro 
esa lekpkj i= us u, flVh laLdj.k y‚Up fd,] vius v‚uykbu mRiknksa esa 
fuos'k fd;k vkSj vk/kqfud thou'kSyh ij vk/kkfjr ^,pVh czap* vkSj ^,pVh flVh* 
tSls u, ifjf'k"Vksa vkSj u, QhplZ ds lkFk lekpkj i= dks ikBdksa ds le{k 
is'k fd;kA o"kZ 2003 esa fganqLrku VkbEl us ^fganqLrku VkbEl yhMjf'ki lfeV 
¼,pVh,y,l½ dk Hkh 'kqHkkjaHk fd;kA bl okf"kZd lfeV esa oSf'od usrk vkSj 
fopkjd ,oa fpard egRoiw.kZ eqíksa ij laokn djus ds fy, vkeaf=r fd, tkrs gSaA

Mkd foHkkx ^fganqLrku VkbEl* ds 100 o"kZ iwjs gksus ds miy{; ij 
Lekjd Mkd fVdV tkjh djrs gq, xkSjokfUor eglql djrk gSA fiNys 100 
o"kksaZ esa] fganqLrku VkbEl us jk"Vªh; foe'kZ esa ,d cqyan vkokt ds :i esa viuh 
Hkwfedk dks –<+rk ls dk;e j[kk gSA vius laLFkkidksa ds –f"Vdks.k ds vuq:i] 
bl lekpkj i= us vius vkjaHk ds fnuksa ls gh lR;fu"Bk] bZekunkjh vkSj 
çfrc)rk ds fl)karksa ij vVy jgrs gq,] reke mrkj&p<+koksa vkSj cnykvksa ls 
Hkjh ,d 'kkunkj 'krkCnh iwjh dh gSA ;g Lekjd Mkd fVdV bl lekpkj i= 
dh fpjLFkk;h fojklr vkSj Hkkjr ds ehfM;k&ifj–'; dks vkdkj nsus esa blds 
;ksxnku ds çfr lEeku dk çrhd gSA
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