
200 years of Kittur Vijayotsava
Kittur, formerly known as ‘Geejaganahalli’ became 

renowned as the seat of power for the Kittur kings 
between 1585 and 1824 A.D. The principality was founded 
by brothers Hiremalla Shetty and Chikkamalla Shetty, 
who were gifted the Kittur area by Adilshahi, the king of 
Bijapur, in recognition of their valor and service.

Initially, the capital was located in Sampagaon, and 
Kittur was governed by 12 notable kings, with Allappagouda 
Desai, Mudimallappagouda Desai, and Mallasarja Desai 
being the most prominent. Under Allappagouda’s rule, 
Kittur’s fort and palace were constructed, establishing it 
as a significant center.

King Mallasarja (1782-1816 A.D.) brought great fame 
to Kittur. However, his achievements drew the envy of 
Baji Rao II, the Peshwa of Pune, who conspired to detain 
him, leading to Mallasarja’s untimely death in 1816. 
Queen Channamma, his second wife, took on the reins of 
administration after the death of Shivalinga Rudrasarja, 
the last king.

The Struggle Against British Rule

The British began to interfere in Kittur’s 
administration after Shivalinga’s death in 1824. Collector 
Thackeray’s rude conduct and seizure of the treasury 
sparked Queen Channamma’s defiance. On October 23, 
1824, in a historic battle, her forces defeated the British, 
resulting in Thackeray’s death at the hands of Amatur 
Balappa, a brave bodyguard.

However, following negotiations that failed, the British 
launched a massive attack on Kittur on December 3, 1824. 
After three days of fierce fighting, the Kittur army was 
betrayed and ultimately defeated. Queen Channamma was 
captured and imprisoned at Bailahongal Fort, where she 
passed away on February 2, 1829. Her indomitable spirit 
and resistance made her a pioneering figure in India’s 
struggle for independence, earning her the title “Pole Star 
of Indian Independence.”

Legacy of Resistance

Even after her defeat, Queen Channamma’s legacy 
inspired further uprisings. Loyalists like Sangolli Rayanna 
led significant rebellions against British rule. Despite 
facing severe reprisals, including executions, their efforts 
showcased the undying patriotism and courage that 
characterized Kittur’s fight for freedom.

Kittur Palace and Monuments

The Kittur Fort and Palace, built between 1660 and 1691 
A.D. during Allappagouda Desai’s reign, are architectural 
marvels, although the British later demolished much 
of the palace. Today, the ruins provide a glimpse into its 
grandeur, featuring guest rooms, a Darbar hall, and unique 
water supply systems, including copper pipes and stone 
tanks.

Department of Posts is pleased to issue Commemorative 
Postage Stamp on 200 years of Kittur Vijayotsava and 
salutes the legacy of Queen Channamma and her steadfast 
commitment to freedom.
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fdÙkwj fot;ksRlo ds 200 o"kZ
iwoZ esa ^xhtkxkugYyh* uke ls lqfo[;kr fdÙkwj lu~ 1585 ls 

1824 bZloh ds chp fdÙkwj jktkvksa dh jkt/kkuh ds :i esa çfl) 
FkkA bl fj;klr dh LFkkiuk ghjeYyk 'ksêh vkSj fpDdeYyk 'ksêh 
uked nks Hkkb;ksa us dh Fkh] ftUgsa fdÙkwj dk ;g {ks= chtkiqj ds 
vkfny'kkgh 'kkld }kjk muds 'kkS;Z ,oa lsok ds lEeku Lo:i 
migkj esa HksaV fd;k x;k FkkA

vkjaHk esa] fdÙkwj dh jkt/kkuh laikxkao esa fLFkr Fkh] vkSj bl 
ij 12 çHkko'kkyh 'kkldksa dk 'kklu jgk] ftuesa vYykIikxkSM+k 
nslkbZ] eqfneYyIikxkSM+k nslkbZ vkSj eYyltZ nslkbZ lokZf/kd 
çfrf"Br jgsA vYykIikxkSM+k ds 'kklu dky esa fufeZr fdÙkwj dk 
fdyk vkSj jktegy us bl fj;klr dks ,d le`) jkT; ds :i 
esa LFkkfir fd;kA

rRi'pkr] jktk eYyltZ ¼1782&1816 bZ-½ ds nkSj esa fdÙkwj 
dh [;kfr vkSj Hkh vf/kd c<+us yxhA rFkkfi] mudh ;s miyfC/k;k¡ 
iq.ks ds is'kok ckth jko f}rh; dh bZ";kZ dk dkj.k cuha vkSj 
mUgksaus jktk eYyltZ dks fgjklr esa ys fy;kA nqHkkZX;o'k] bl 
nkSjku o"kZ 1816 esa jktk eYyltZ dh vlkef;d e`R;q gks xbZA 
jktk dh e`R;q ds ckn muds iq= f'kofyax #æltZ us 'kklu dh 
ckxMksj laHkkyh fdUrq mudh Hkh dqN gh fnuksa esa e`R;q gks xbZA 
bl çdkj jkT; dk leLr mÙkjnkf;Ro jkuh psUuek ds 
da/kk s a ij vk x;kA

fczfV'k 'kklu ds fo#) la?k"kZ

o"kZ 1824 esa jktk f'kofyax dh e`R;q ds ckn vaxzstksa us fdÙkwj 
ds ç'kklu esa gLr{ksi djuk 'kq: dj fn;kA vaxzst dysDVj 
FkSdjh ds vHkæ O;ogkj vkSj jktdks"k dks tCr djus ds mlds 
nqLlkgl dk jkuh psUuek us çpaM fojks/k fd;kA 23 vDVwcj] 
1824 ds ml ,sfrgkfld ;q) esa] jkuh dh lsukvksa us vaxzstksa dks 
cqjh rjg ijkftr dj fn;k vkSj var esa t‚u FkSdjh dks jkuh ds 
cgknqj vaxj{kd vekrqj cyIik ds gkFkksa viuh tku xaokuh iM+hA

rFkkfi] rRi'pkr gqbZ okrkZ ds foQy gks tkus ds ckn] vaxzstksa 
us 3 fnlacj] 1824 dks fdÙkwj ij ,d vkSj Hkh"k.k geyk dj fn;kA 
rhu fnu rd pys bl Hk;adj ;q) esa] fdÙkwj dh lsuk Hkhrj?kkr 

dk f'kdkj gqbZ vkSj mls ijkt; dk lkeuk djuk iM+kA jkuh 
psUuek dks canh cukdj csygksaxy fdys esa dSn dj fy;k x;k] 
tgk¡ 2 Qjojh] 1829 dks mudh e`R;q gks xbZA psUuek ds vnE; 
lkgl vkSj tq>k:iu us mUgsa Hkkjrh; Lora=rk laxzke ds vxz.kh 
O;fäRo ds :i esa LFkkfir dj fn;k vkSj ^^Hkkjrh; Lora=rk dk 
/kzqo rkjk^^ ds :i esa [;kfr çnku dhA

la?k"kZ dh fojklr

ijkt; ds ckotwn Hkh] jkuh psUuek dk cfynku reke foæksgksa 
dks çsfjr djrk jgkA laxksyh jk;Uuk tSls muds fo'oklik=ksa us 
fczfV'k 'kklu ds fo#) çHkko'kkyh foæksg dk usr`Ro fd;kA u`'kal 
neu vkSj mRihM+u vkSj ;gk¡ rd dh Qk¡lh dh ltk Hkh mu ohjksa 
ds tTcs dks fMxk u ldhA mudh ;gh vVwV ns'kHkfä vkSj lkgl 
dh xkFkk fdÙkwj ds Lora=rk laxzke dk çrhd cudj mHkjhA

fdÙkwj dk jktegy vkSj Lekjd

viuh vçfre okLrqdyk ds fy, lqfo[;kr fdÙkwj dk fdyk 
vkSj jktegy dk fuekZ.k lu~ 1660 ls 1691 bZloh ds chp 
vYyIikxkSM+k nslkbZ ds 'kkludky esa fd;k x;kA rFkkfi] dkykarj 
esa vaxzstksa us bl egy ds vf/kdka'k fgLls dks /oLr dj fn;kA 
blds ckotwn Hkh] bl egy ds HkO; [kaMgj blds oSHko'kkyh 
vrhr dh 'kkunkj >yd çdV djrs gSaA egy ds vfrfFk d{k] 
njckj g‚y vkSj rkacs ds uyksa rFkk iRFkj dh Vafd;ksa ls lqlfTtr 
bldh vuwBh ty vkiwfrZ ç.kkyh fdlh vk'p;Z ls de ugha gSaA 

Mkd foHkkx fdÙkwj fot;ksRlo ds 200 o"kZ iwjs gksus ij 
Lekjd Mkd fVdV tkjh djrs gq, çlUurk dk vuqHko djrk gS 
vkSj jkuh psUuek dh le`) fojklr rFkk Lora=rk ds çfr mudh 
vVwV çfrc)rk dks ueu djrk gSA

vkHkkj%
Mkd fVdV@çFke fnol vkoj.k@	 % czã çdk'k
foojf.kdk@fo:i.k dS'ks  
ikB 	 %	 çLrkod }kjk çnÙk lkexzh 

ls lanfHkZr  

rduhdh vkadM+s
TECHNICAL DATA

ewY;oxZ	 %	500 iSls
Denomination	 :	500 p

eqfnzrMkd&fVdVsa	 %	303850
Stamps Printed	 :	303850

eqæ.k çfØ;k	 %	osV v‚QlsV
Printing Process	 :	Wet Offset

eqæd	 %	çfrHkwfr eqæ.kky;] gSnjkckn
Printer	 :	Security Printing Press, Hyderabad

The philatelic items are available for sale 
at Philately Bureaus across India and online at  
http://www.epostoffice.gov.in/PHILATELY_3D.html

© Mkd foHkkx] Hkkjr ljdkjA Mkd fVdV] çFke fnol vkoj.k 
rFkk lwpuk foojf.kdk ds lacaèk esa lokZfèkdkj foHkkx ds ikl gSA
© Department of Posts, Government of India. All rights with 
respect to the Stamp, First Day Cover and Information Brochure 
rest with the Department.

ewY; ₹ 15-00


