Acharya Shantisagar Muni Maharaj

Jainism, one of the world’s oldest religions, promotes
the principles of non-violence, purity, and peace. The life
of a Jain monk exemplifies simplicity and devotion, and
in this context, we honor Acharya Shantisagar Muni
Maharaj—a true beacon of spirituality and selflessness.

In July 1872, amidst spiritual darkness, Satagouda
(later known as Acharya Shantisagar) was born in Yelgula
Village, Belgaum district. His father, Shri Bhim Gouda
Patil, was a wealthy and devout landlord, while his mother,
Satyavati, was known for her charity and saintly nature.
This nurturing environment profoundly influenced
Satagouda'’s early life.

From a young age, Satagouda displayed a remarkable
detachment from worldly pleasures. A natural saint,
thinker, and philosopher, he embodied virtues essential
for a righteous life. His commitment to truth, compassion,
and austerity set him on the path to sainthood. Seeking
deeper spiritual guidance, he approached Devendra Kirtiji
Maharaj (Devappa Swami), a revered Jain saint known
for his extraordinary spiritual achievements. Eager to
embrace renunciation, Satagouda requested initiation
into monkhood. Devappa Swami prepared him for the
challenges of a life dedicated to spiritual asceticism,
ultimately initiating him as “Kshullaka” and bestowing
upon him the name “Shantisagar,” which means “ocean of
peace.”

During the Pancha Kalyanaka Mahotsav, Shantisagar
sought “Muni Diksha,” fully committing himself to
monastic life. A remarkable incident during this period
demonstrated his spiritual prowess: a venomous cobra
coiled around him in a cave, yet he remained completely
unscathed, showcasing his profound mastery over fear
and attachment. Over his lifetime, Shantisagar traversed
more than 35,000 miles, embodying the essence of Jain
teachings. In 1924, he undertook an extraordinary fast
lasting over three years to protect Jain culture and values,
earning the title “Charitra Chakravarthi” in 1937.

In 1955, Shantisagar began preparing for his ultimate
journey, seeking solitude at Kunthalgiri Hill, a site of deep
spiritual significance. He chose to enter ‘Ingini’ Samadhi-
Maran, a supreme form of death in which he sought no
external assistance. On the 26th day of his fast, he delivered
a profound message about the soul’s liberation from
material attachments and the necessity of self-control,
emphasizing the importance of transcending the cycle of
birth and death.

Acharya Shantisagar Maharaj left his earthly form
on September 18, 1955, in Kunthalgiri, calmly uttering
“Om Asi Aausa” and “Om Siddhaya Namah.” His passing
resonated across the nation, prompting heartfelt tributes,
including one from Dr. S. Radhakrishnan, who recognized
him as a prince among ascetics and a monumental loss to
humanity.

Acharya Shantisagar’s life continues to inspire self-
realization and spiritual awakening. His unwavering
commitment to peace, non-violence, and the pursuit of
truth serves as a guiding light for all. May his memory
endure, inspiring future generations toward spiritual
growth and harmony.

In acknowledgment of Acharya Shantisagar’s
profound contributions to India’s spiritual tapestry
Department of Posts is proud to release a commemorative
postage stamp on Acharya Shantisagar Muni Maharaj,
honoring him as a guiding light in the realm of Indian
spirituality.

Credits:
Stamp/FDC/Brochure/: Ms. Neetu Arora
Cancellation Cachet

Text : Referenced from  content
provided by Proponent

Acharya Shantisagar Muni Maharaj

IGO0

BROCHURE




anart etifaaer A AgRE

faea & yrieas emt # | U 94 o srfEr, ufdar oik
wifd & Regial @ WRg <@ g1 9 Argell &1 e e
3R ¥R &1 ufowd BT 21 s Wed #H, o iR
M TER BT Siad menfoadar iR Fwariar &1 S
JETERT B |

AATST (BTAiaR # Sart eifaarR & 9 | 9Rig) &
S JeTs, 1872 H do T el & ISl Mg H garm| I8
g SR AT T FHIS H AT I e off | 39 foar
fi viteT ufed Ua a5 ok gifTs SHiar o 3R S+a!
AT MU GITRAdT MR HTRad d & forg S St
ff | TR & 39 gHfS IIdaReT &1 FAdiel & RS Siaq
R ITERT YW UST |

qaiel & WM H 99 9 8 9iRe gal & gk
PRI & &0 W B oW A | I wW@wg I 8 Ad, faRe
IR e 9| SEM R Shae @ forg emfera
TN BT AT AT | TR, FOOT 3R FIF & 919 b g
I afdagar 4 S "EaR & AR W SRR fHAr| e
JEITH & §F AN TR ANTGR U B B FAvrel 7 qeddd
ST SFRATEIRET 3feTfeds Suaferdi & forg gl ufaftsd
S Ad qdg piffol AR (awr wr) &1 |t ur
fPar| &R & 91 R Fe & oy IS Adviel gRT g
g B ST Ybe HR U SqWT W@Hl 7 S8 e 3R
RIS g7 FEGT Afe & Siad § A drell AR @1
AT B3 & foY GIR o | |Aaiier & “geaid” & wd A
SeaT T B TS SR I IR A AT ga |

g HedoTh Helcdd & QRM, IR gt S
T8 1 3R I BT P Re F REN Sigd & g w=fdd
PN 37| 39 SR U Sool@1d geAT gl s 2nfoamR
HERTS @ 3TedTfcqd 2fth <@ &I el | ga w1 & HiaR
T fadel AR 7 WE St & AR &R gree AR &, feg
IT PIS B T8 Ul | I8 gl W 3R Sfad & Al W
I Iof vd gaet F0r a1 ucfie © | iR g T o e
B ReTell & TR T BT AHAT HIA gY U Siia-dbrel #
35,000 Hel ¥ AfH P AT BT | T 1924 ¥, G AR

T O AR R gt & wemed W oad 9 oifte 9w
TP IR dol- aTall Ueh JTARIRYT gd IRy fhar | s
weawy, 9 1937 H I “ART e’ B U T g8 |

| 1955 H TMfARR ARSI =1 37+t 3ifc am3m & forg
AR STRY dI | 39 Bg Seld IWfaH 3MeATfcHS Hewd drel
FAaRR gdd W UHid e & @ fear| g T g1y @t
|afea A0 A9 S dTel SR AAIE—AROT ART &l g7 |
39 Ufshar H S BIs Y 918 FETIar 8! ol | 31U Suard
% 264 fad, WAMR ARG 4 SH-RT & 9 A Ffh
® W@ W gl od 8¢ HIfId SFRIT AT Bl qRh' R
AT B ST’ B Teel H U T8 |9 fear|

18 FATRR 1955 BT AR AMENR T8RS 1 HAARTR
H FH AR TS 3R I RIgR T $T STERY @R 8U
T UTfefg TR QAT T | b T8RN & FHEAR A T
QU H UE BT dEx S TS| THM AN A e ATaHIA
sTgioifer Affd &7 | <. TH. MAHEWE F U SgTefel dae
H S Hal § 9% Wd $El 3R S e BT Aad & forg
U SR &ffc g |

AT TR BT Sffad 3ol ¥l SITcH—WRIehR 3R
areaTfoRds SR @) UROT W&TH dval ® | ifa, sifdr oiik
I B Gl 9T SAB! Jce Uiadgdr AaHd & oy
THRRGT & WU H B B & | ST oAl dad AR
gay # Sifad <20 iR SH@T Siteq, wrdt Gifgat @1 smenfors
I 3R AU & AN TR AR el B |

s faurr, IRdT smemrfAd od H e <l
YBTI—T™ & WU # Afifted AR 78RS & ATH &
& H Sfgdia AN & THFRG®d VRS SIh—fedhe SR
FRA Y TR T BT B |

SAHR:

STH—fedhe /e faaw Jmavor /

feRfOreT / faseuor Bey g i eRIeT

e . UId® RT Ued Al
I Aefdd

debeilant 3tios
TECHNICAL DATA
Hogat £ 500 U9
Denomination : 500 p
qfadera—feand © 303450
Stamps Printed : 303450
He 0T gfshar G|
Printing Process : Wet Offset
Printer : Security Printing Press, Hyderabad

The philatelic items are available for sale
at Philately Bureaus across India and online at
http://www.epostoffice.gov.in /PHILATELY 3D.html

© Sd fAINT, IRT AR | Sh febe, voM fRad amaror
AT T faa=forer & Hey # wafftrer faumr & ow 2

© Department of Posts, Government of India. All rights with
respect to the Stamp, First Day Cover and Information Brochure
rest with the Department.

T T 15.00



