
Acharya Shantisagar Muni Maharaj
Jainism, one of the world’s oldest religions, promotes 

the principles of non-violence, purity, and peace. The life 
of a Jain monk exemplifies simplicity and devotion, and 
in this context, we honor Acharya Shantisagar Muni 
Maharaj—a true beacon of spirituality and selflessness.

In July 1872, amidst spiritual darkness, Satagouda 
(later known as Acharya Shantisagar) was born in Yelgula 
Village, Belgaum district. His father, Shri Bhim Gouda 
Patil, was a wealthy and devout landlord, while his mother, 
Satyavati, was known for her charity and saintly nature. 
This nurturing environment profoundly influenced 
Satagouda’s early life.

From a young age, Satagouda displayed a remarkable 
detachment from worldly pleasures. A natural saint, 
thinker, and philosopher, he embodied virtues essential 
for a righteous life. His commitment to truth, compassion, 
and austerity set him on the path to sainthood. Seeking 
deeper spiritual guidance, he approached Devendra Kirtiji 
Maharaj (Devappa Swami), a revered Jain saint known 
for his extraordinary spiritual achievements. Eager to 
embrace renunciation, Satagouda requested initiation 
into monkhood. Devappa Swami prepared him for the 
challenges of a life dedicated to spiritual asceticism, 
ultimately initiating him as “Kshullaka” and bestowing 
upon him the name “Shantisagar,” which means “ocean of 
peace.”

During the Pancha Kalyanaka Mahotsav, Shantisagar 
sought “Muni Diksha,” fully committing himself to 
monastic life. A remarkable incident during this period 
demonstrated his spiritual prowess: a venomous cobra 
coiled around him in a cave, yet he remained completely 
unscathed, showcasing his profound mastery over fear 
and attachment. Over his lifetime, Shantisagar traversed 
more than 35,000 miles, embodying the essence of Jain 
teachings. In 1924, he undertook an extraordinary fast 
lasting over three years to protect Jain culture and values, 
earning the title “Charitra Chakravarthi” in 1937.

In 1955, Shantisagar began preparing for his ultimate 
journey, seeking solitude at Kunthalgiri Hill, a site of deep 
spiritual significance. He chose to enter ‘Ingini’ Samadhi-
Maran, a supreme form of death in which he sought no 
external assistance. On the 26th day of his fast, he delivered 
a profound message about the soul’s liberation from 
material attachments and the necessity of self-control, 
emphasizing the importance of transcending the cycle of 
birth and death.

Acharya Shantisagar Maharaj left his earthly form 
on September 18, 1955, in Kunthalgiri, calmly uttering 
“Om Asi Aausa” and “Om Siddhaya Namah.” His passing 
resonated across the nation, prompting heartfelt tributes, 
including one from Dr. S. Radhakrishnan, who recognized 
him as a prince among ascetics and a monumental loss to 
humanity.

Acharya Shantisagar’s life continues to inspire self-
realization and spiritual awakening. His unwavering 
commitment to peace, non-violence, and the pursuit of 
truth serves as a guiding light for all. May his memory 
endure, inspiring future generations toward spiritual 
growth and harmony.

In acknowledgment of Acharya Shantisagar’s 
profound contributions to India’s spiritual tapestry  
Department of Posts is proud to release a commemorative 
postage stamp on Acharya Shantisagar Muni Maharaj, 
honoring him as a guiding light in the realm of Indian 
spirituality.
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vkpk;Z 'kkafrlkxj eqfu egkjkt
fo'o ds çkphure /keksaZ esa ls ,d tSu /keZ vfgalk] ifo=rk vkSj 

'kkafr ds fl)karksa dh lh[k nsrk gSA tSu lk/kqvksa dk thou lknxh 
vkSj Hkfä dk çfr:i gksrk gSA blh lanHkZ esa] vkpk;Z 'kkafrlkxj 
eqfu egkjkt dk thou vk/;kfRedrk vkSj fu%LokFkZrk dk mR—"V 
mnkgj.k gSA

lrxkSM+k ¼dkykarj esa vkpk;Z 'kkafrlkxj ds uke ls çfl)½ dk 
tUe tqykbZ] 1872 esa csyxke ftys ds ;syxqyk xkao esa gqvkA ;g 
og nkSj Fkk tc lekt esa v/;kfRed vKkurk O;kIr FkhA muds firk 
Hkhe xkSM+k ikfVy ,d le`) vkSj /keZfu"B tehankj Fks vkSj mudh ek¡ 
lR;orh viuh nku'khyrk vkSj lk/kqor LoHkko ds fy, tkuh tkrh 
FkhaA ?kj ds bl /keZfu"B okrkoj.k dk lrxkSM+k ds vkjafHkd thou 
ij xgjk çHkko iM+kA

lrxkSM+k ds LoHkko esa cpiu ls gh lkalkfjd lq[kksa ds çfr 
oSjkX; ds y{k.k Li"V gksus yxs FksA os LoHkko ls gh lar] fopkjd 
vkSj nk'kZfud FksA mUgksaus /keZijk;.k thou ds fy, visf{kr lHkh 
xq.kksa dks vkRelkr fd;kA lR;] d#.kk vkSj la;e ds Hkko ds çfr 
mudh çfrc)rk us mUgsa egkrE; ds ekxZ ij vxzlj fd;kA xgu 
v/;kRe ds bl ekxZ ij ekxZn'kZu çkIr djus gsrq lrxkSM+k us rRle; 
viuh vlk/kkj.k vk/;kfRed miyfC/k;ksa ds fy, lqfo[;kr çfrf"Br 
tSu lar nsosaæ dhfrZth egkjkt ¼nsoIik Lokeh½ dk lkfUu/; çkIr 
fd;kA oSjkX; ds ekxZ ij pyus ds fy, mRlqd lrxkSM+k }kjk fHk{kq 
cuus dh bPNk çdV djus ij nsoIik Lokeh us mUgsa v/;kRe vkSj 
oSjkX; ds çfr lefiZr O;fä ds thou esa vkus okyh pqukSfr;ksa dk 
lkeuk djus ds fy, rS;kj fd;kA lrxkSM+k dks ^^{kqYyd^^ ds :i esa 
nh{kk çnku dh xbZ vkSj mUgsa ^^'kkafrlkxj^^ uke çkIr gqvkA 

iap dY;k.kd egksRlo ds nkSjku] 'kkafrlkxj us ^^eqfu nh{kk^^ 
xzg.k dh vkSj Lo;a dks iwjh rjg ls oSjkxh thou ds çfr lefiZr 
dj fn;kA bl nkSjku ,d mYys[kuh; ?kVuk ?kVh ftlesa 'kkafrlkxj 
egkjkt dh vk/;kfRed 'kfä ns[kus dks feyhA ,d xqQk ds Hkhrj 
,d fo"kSys ukx us Lokeh th ds pkjksa vksj dq.Myh ekj nh] fdUrq 
mUgs dksbZ gkfu ugha igqaphA ;g ?kVuk Hk; vkSj thou ds eksg ij 
muds iw.kZ ,oa çcy fu;a=.k dk çrhd gSA 'kkafrlkxj eqfu us tSu /keZ 
dh f'k{kkvksa ds lkj rRo dks vkRelkr djrs gq, vius thoudky esa 
35]000 ehy ls vf/kd dh ;k=k dhA lu~ 1924 esa] eqfu 'kkafrlkxj 

us tSu laL—fr vkSj ewY;ksa ds j{kkFkZ rhu o"kZ ls vf/kd le; 
rd vuojr pyus okyk ,d vlk/kkj.k ozr vkjaHk fd;kA ftlds 
QyLo:i] o"kZ 1937 esa mUgsa ^^pfj= pØorhZ^^ dh mikf/k çkIr gqbZA

lu~ 1955 esa 'kkafrlkxj egkjkt us viuh vafre ;k=k ds fy, 
rS;kjh vkjaHk dhA  bl gsrq mUgksaus vçfre vk/;kfRed egRo okys 
dqaryfxfj ioZr ij ,dkar LFky dk p;u fd;kA eqfu us e`R;q dk 
loksZPp ekxZ ekus tkus okys ^bafxuh^ lekf/k&ej.k ekxZ dks pqukA  
bl çfØ;k esa mUgksaus dksbZ Hkh ckgjh lgk;rk ugha yhA vius miokl 
ds 26osa fnu] 'kkafrlkxj egkjkt us tUe&ej.k ds pØ ls eqfä 
ds egRo ij cy nsrs gq, ^HkkSfrd vuqjkx ls vkRek dh eqfä* vkSj 
^vkRe&fu;a=.k dh t:jr* ds laca/k esa ,d xgu lans'k fn;kA

18 flrEcj 1955 dks vkpk;Z 'kkafrlkxj egkjkt us dqaryfxfj 
esa ^^Å¡ vfl vkmlk^^ vkSj ^^vkse fl)k; ue%^^ dk mPpkj.k djrs gq, 
viuk ikfFkZo 'kjhj R;kx fn;kA muds nsgR;kx ds lekpkj ls leLr 
ns'k esa 'kksd dh ygj nkSM+ xbZA  reke yksxksa us mUgsa HkkoHkhuh 
J)katfy vfiZr dhA M‚- ,l- jk/kk—".ku us vius J)katfy lans'k 
esa mUgsa larksa esa Js"B lar dgk vkSj muds fu/ku dks ekuork ds fy, 
,d viwj.kh; {kfr crk;kA

vkpk;Z 'kkafrlkxj dk thou vkt Hkh vkRe&lk{kkRdkj vkSj 
vk/;kfRed tkx`fr dh çsj.kk çnku djrk gSA 'kkafr] vfgalk vkSj 
lR; dh [kkst ds çfr mudh vVwV çfrc)rk ekuoek= ds fy, 
çdk'kLraHk ds :i esa dke djrh gSA mudh Le`fr;ka lnSo gekjs 
ân; esa thfor jgsaxh vkSj mudk thou] Hkkoh ihf<+;ksa dks vk/;kfRed 
mUufr vkSj ln~Hkko ds ekxZ ij vxzlj djrk jgsxkA

Mkd foHkkx] Hkkjrh; vk/;kfRed txr esa ,d nsnhI;eku 
çdk'k&LrEHk ds :i esa çfrf"Br 'kkafrlkxj egkjkt ds v/;kRe ds 
{ks= esa vf}rh; ;ksxnku ds lEekuLo:i Lekjd Mkd&fVdV tkjh 
djrs gq, xkSjokfUor vuqHko djrk gSA
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