NATURE: INDIA

The “Nature” is a storehouse of joy, peace and
pleasure. Nature is like a Philosopher's stone that has
the potential to transform its surroundings with its
presence itself. Nature can provide a new lease of life
to a fatigued mind or a weary body. The kind of
comfort and consolation that can be felt in the lap of
nature is described by the poets, bands and
wandering minstrels. The flowing rivulets, the
sounding cataracts, the whispering winds, the joyful
flowers and the lofty mountains are only some of the
manifestations of that divine beauty.

The Bliss of being touched by any aspect of
the vast Nature can be seen in the world's greatest
poetic and philosophical expressions. There can be
no better mediation than being in touch with the
Nature. It has a healing touch of its own. The lovers of
Nature immerse themselves in listening to the
melodious songs of larks, watching the clouds
moving majestically across the sky, and manage to
witness the joyful dance of peacock on a rainy day.
They can spend hours looking at the starry heavens
and absorb the beauty of a rainbow in the sky. They
do notforgetto see the sublime in the ephemeral.

Where Nature is a source of joy, it is also a
great teacher. The fruitful trees teach us to be
humble; the mountains teach us to be strong and firm;
the flowers teach us to smile and blossom even when
we are surrounded by the thorns of life. The wildlife in
Nature teach us harmony and balance in life. It
reveals the oneness of life.

Nature is permeated with the same soul that
dwells in man. There is a kinship between man and
nature. But our relationship with nature is also of
imbalance and overuse. Nearly every step in human
history has unfortunately been accompanied with a
leap in environmental degradation. Apart from

achieving stability for ourselves and our kin, we also
have an obligation to maintain the environment, as
we depend on the resources and services it provides.
Our cognitive ability and understanding of nature
obliges us to maintain the integrity of the
environment. In order for the Earth to retain its
balance, it is important that we do not overstep our
bounds as a species. This requires a universal effort
to revaluate our relationship with nature and make
adjustments as needed. Itis important to recognise a
rippling of consequences that are being faced
because of Man's intervention with the nature.

Every generation is required to be conscious
of their responsibility towards nature. To bring the
awareness in the students, Department of Posts
chose Nature: India as a topic for Stamp Design
Competition organised across the country for the
Republic Day 2017. The participants were to send
original entries on the theme “Nature: India”. Based
on selected entries Stamps, Miniature Sheet, Maxim
Cards, First Day Cover and Brochure are being
released. The designs on the Stamps, Miniature
Sheet, Maxim Cards, First Day Cover & Brochure are
based on the entries submitted by Mr. Krishna
Debnath, Mr. S. Keerthivassan, Mrs. Tripti Dutta, Ms.
Pooja, Mr. Souvik Datta, Ms. Souramita Bhaumik, Mr.
Suyash Goyal, Ms. Debasmita Chakraborty, Mr.
Akshat Pamawat, Ms. Mehr Vig, Ms. Yamini K, Mr.
Divyansh Sharma, Ms. Aparajita Biswas, Ms.
Jetshree Sharmaand Ms. V. Aishwaria.
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