1942 FREEDOM MOVEMENT

On 26th April, 1942 Gandhiji wrote an essay on 'Quit
India' in the 'Harijan Patrika'. Therafter, the notion of Quit India
Movement was started on 14th July, 1942, when the Congress
Working Committee approved a resolution which declared that
'the immediate ending of British rule in India is an urgent
necessity both for the sake of India and for the success of the
cause of the United Nations'. On 8th August, 1942, Mahatma
Gandhi launched the Quit India Resolution for freedom from
British rule during the All India Congress Committee (AICC)
meeting at Gowlia Tank Maidan, Mumbai (now known as August
Kranti Maidan).

The movement was accompanied by a mass protest on
non-violent lines, in which Gandhi called for “an orderly British
withdrawal from India”. In a stirring speech Gandhiji told the
people, "There is a mantra, a short one, that | give you. You
imprint it on your heart and let every breath of yours give an
expression to it. The mantra is do or die. We shall either be free or
die in the attempt.... Every one of you from this moment consider
himself a free man or women and even act as if you are free and
no longer under the heel of this imperialism". These words
created an “electric atmosphere”in the country.

The failure of the Cripps Mission was another event
which triggered off the Quit India Movement.

Following were the salient features of the Quit India
Resolution launched by Gandhiji:

1. Hartals (strikes) in all cities and villages throughout the
country.

2. All countrymen were promoted to self-made their salt as
itis a prime necessity of our life.

3. Students above 16 may leave their college and

universities and conduct a non-violence struggle for
India's freedom.

4. Every man or women in the country carry on badge
bearing the motto do or die.

In the early hours of 9th August, 1942 all the top leaders,
including Gandhiji, Jawaharlal Nehru and Maulana Azad, were
arrested, and the Congress was declared an unlawful
organization. Despite his failing health and the recent demise of
his wife, Gandhiji who was in prison, took on a 21 day fast. The
British released Gandhi due to his ill health, but Gandhi continued
his opposition and asked for the release of the Congress leaders
who were in prison. Gandhiji's last minute exhortation “Do or Die”
sank deep in the minds of the people and they were ready to
make the supreme sacrifice to defy the government.

Awave of anger swept the country. The protest began in
the form of the innumerable strikes, meetings and processions in

the major cities like Bombay, Calcutta, Delhi; Patna and
Ahmedabad. And then, the ruthless repressive measures taken
by the police and the army, who made the railways, post offices
and other government properties their major targets. By the end
of 1942, more than 60,000 people were arrested and, about
10,000 were killed. It, however, spread to the rural areas, and
wentunderground in the urban areas.

The British were prepared for this massive uprising. The
British acted quickly and arrested thousands of people. Most of
the leaders arrested had to spend the next three years in jail, until
World War Il ended. Apart from filling up jails with rebellious
leaders, the British also went ahead and abolished civil rights,
freedom of speech and freedom of press.

The main centers of the Quit India movement were
Satara of Maharashtra, Tamluk, Contai of Midnapore, Balurghat
of West Dinajpur, Balia, Azamgarh of U.P., Naogaon of Assam.
Among the notable leaders were Srinath Lal, Nana Patil of
Satara, Chaitu Pandey of Balia, Matangini Hazra, Sushil Dhara of
Tamluk, Punjab's Fukonani, Assam's Kanaklata Barua. At
Midnapore, Bengal, Quit India Movement took form of a mass
uprising. The peasant movement organised by Birendranath
Shasmal ('Desh Pran”) enable the rapid spread of the Quit India
Movement. It had deep impacts at Dinajpur, Balurghat,
Midnapore, Contai, Tamluk, Patashpur, Bhagwanpur, Sutahata,
Nandigram, Mahishadal, Birbhum, 24 Parganas etc. On 29th
September 1942, under the leadership of 72 years old Matangini
Hazra and Ramchandra Bera a mass of 20,000 seized the court
and police station. When police opened fire on this procession
many along with Matangini Hazra died. After Matangini the
leadership was taken by Ajay Mukherjee, Sushil Dhara, and
Satish Samanta and they captured Lalbari. On 17th December
1942 A.D. Ajoy Mukherjee formed the “Tamluk Provisional
National Government”. They formed an armed force called
'Bidyut Bahaini' and women organization 'Bhagini Sena'.

The significance of Quit India Movement is that the
British realized that they would not be able to govern India
successfully in the long run and began to think of ways they could
exit the country in a peaceful and dignified manner. The Quit India
Movement proved the power of the masses.

The Department of Posts is pleased to issue a set of
eight Commemorative Postage Stamps on the completion of 75
years of 1942 Freedom Movement.

Credits:-

Text :  Based on the material available
Stamp / Miniature Sheet/ Sh. Sankha Samanta
FDC/Brochure

Cancellation Cachet Smt. Alka Sharma

— AR ST faumT
DEPARTMENT OF POSTS
India Post INDIA

1942 AT ST

- either free India or die
~. in the attempt; we

shall not live to see

the perpetuation of

our slavery.

gis

900000

®
W'ND’A5_00 b
Do or Die ~ ¢

T )

They Are Free Men
: M, GANDHP'S CALL




1942 THAFAT AT

e St 7 26 37, 1942 1 ‘BReH qlvEE | ¢ IRa Brer”!
R TF e foan on Tewe, 14 o, 1942 1 9Rd Sig! Taie
1 HfeH i YEAT gs, A HIUY HRIGR A 7 39 TS H
1A YaH foran, fored =18 iwon &t i foR 9Ra & feaq o 9o Wy
L o 3T 1 GHerdl o Ty, IRA ¥ TS TS 1 dohral 3fa arcda
STEYTH B 8 S, 1942 ! WeTeH el = ifgel wRdt iy wfufy
HI S (gerg) & et $k A5E (Faf ST it deE’Y) §
Sk o N forfeet Tt 9 St o fow wRd Siel Siier S yEe
Eall

T A ARH ®i TE UM el Teh S STRIer o,
e et St 3 ¢ SIS 1 wifgel R | araw S S Wi @
3T Tk Sirefier sroor § Tieft St < < o e o ek 6§, S
T, St H 9kt 31 §1 S 3T I € | Afehd T o IR YT
A% WG § IHH ST €| T HA | B A1 A A7 A H ARG
SIS hAH A1 39 T H A9 SH < 3, o9 § ¥ YA Aigen
&Y 39 &01 | TF hl Tds A 3 UH SRR Y oY {97 w@idw
7, grTErs o o1 T 5 vl @ J9eR ¥ fersteft-sh-w’ R
gl

freg e =t forerar @ off wRa Sig! e7idier 1 gfew =i
o fhe

et St gN SRY fhU U YR Bl SN w g&A
forame frefafe of:-
s YR o Gl RN SR e H eS|
2. [l JLETRAl S T STYAT TS S ! Uedifed feman T,

Fiifeh g TAR S 1 Hels[d STavaehal 2

3. 16 o § sy 3§ & famfli & o WA SR
fovafoamer Siewt 9Rd &1 ANTE & oifeds dod o
e 8§ I w8l T

4. 2 % YIH GET IR ige wl HU A1 W' ok AEe-ar
A S T 1 el T

9 SFTE, 1942 <1 UIa: e SN, Sereteld T6& SR e
SR wfed It yg@ Aaretl i R w1 o= T qon g &
TR-FT e Sfia foman T e1es T e 3R T € 6 gy
SO Tl o e o aresR, ST 7 Sa ¥ wd g ot 21 &\ o
3FYF TR 3R T Heheq WS @1 e St & wie ke & 2
B forfewr e 7 itk st =t Bie fRan, fereg itk <7 7 oo forrer S
TG qAT HIG AR, S Sd § 9, 1 R@E A A wh meh St
M B A1 HA' AT oF A SR R T 91 F TR T oy
A ok T 7T SIS 39 Wi 4R

| SR T AR ofl| o, herne, Reelt, e 3R
SEAIER W THE YR W I gedie, 9% S Jod % w9 H
Terier =Y & g8 56eh 9%, Wﬁr@mmmwﬁm
o T, el 301, SreReRT SR 31 TR Hafwl & 3791 e
W& T 1942 o 31d T, 60,000 | &1 A ! ferma o feran <
ThT o 3R T 10,000 AR HR ST gk 9 quify, ¥€ Snaier
Tt &5 F ft wg T o SR wed & H 9% e w9 @ R s @
o

ﬁﬁﬂwwaw#mﬁwmﬁ@mmﬁéﬁ
SR g Wit <kt feedrere & o feram| rferemien et fiRwaR forg < 95 o
3R fdfta fova 35 o 9w B a = el A oY St § e
FHE S| AT AR | St R o STEra, S 3 ATl Y T
3R U9 T Tl S AT SRR o Fare Y fm|

HERTE 1 TR, FHEATGR o1 Teieh, Siars, aivemt fRATR
T RIS, SER YT hI I, STSIHTG, STH HT TG IR Dre!
STIeR & TE 5 9| T e ¥ A o 4 e, A e,
Sfern & =g WISd, AEdE H AR g, Guie oW, oS w5
FhRMAMT, STHH H HIsheral awa offl AR, ame § wRa sigl
TSI ¥ ST S 1w @ feran| Forezrer e (¢ e
BRI ST foRd™ TiSier o 9Ra Siel STiaie o THR ! Tfd Y&
11 59 STiIeR %1 KA, AeRere, AT, ST, qHee, T,
TS, Gared!, T, Afeusa, sRd, 24 90 71 o T8 g
weTi 29 TaamR, 1942 st 72 affen At o @K THEE 90 %
Fq F 20,000 ¥ AR TR I B SR TRAE o4 W e
Y foram gfer g7 59 e W et 9em R Jfie |ied w5 ant
aﬁﬂ%‘fﬂéwﬁﬁﬁsaﬁ 319 TSt el o SiR Seiten e
3 gedl TR iR ATeETE] W s T foral 17 ey, 1942 ¥ a/m
Tl 3 A SR T R 5 e R e g
SfeAr’’ A | Tk |rE 91 e ¢ it S e ek afgen 9eA
FaR T

NG BIE! I H1 Hewdl I8 € for SIS 3 9% weqy foman
% 3 9Ra ¥ <9 THE 9% TheaEs I Tel HY bl iR e
3 rifageer $iR TRuTgde aiich | 9 W LI HT & aR § Fre
3TN T 1| R BISH TR 3 MR 11 wifer 1 gm0 fEam

STk T, 1942 TR TRIEH & 75 T8 R T & 3T

gmwwmww@zmwéawmaﬁﬁam
|

3THAT: -

B GRIC) : IeTse] HHIT TX ST
T feshe/MfER e/ ot viE |

oM o™ STeRvT/faerfumeRT

forequr : oot STetehT I

SIRII SIB

=

India Post
A1k 3ThS
TECHNICAL DATA

qoogert . 500 T (8)

Denomination i 500 p (8)

Tfsa e feme 5.0 9@ &

Stamps Printed 0.5 million each

Tfsa fafeEeR e 3 1.0 @@

Miniature Sheet Printed 0.1 million

x0T gfsean T AHEYS

Printing Process Wet Offset

5 : AR giayfd qxormerd,
ElLED

Printer A India Security Press,
Nashik

The philatelic items are available for sale at
http://www.epostoffice.gov.in/PHILATELY_3D.html

© ST a9, 9Rd TR Tih-Tehe, yord faw steror qen =
fororforeht & weiv § weifee faem & e 1

© Department of Posts, Government of India. All rights with
respect to the stamp, first day cover and information brochure
rest with the Department.

e T 5.00



