THE CAVES OF MEGHALAYA

iting as a umal island, after the bneakup of :ha supnr—
continent Gondwanaland, QF Ja
relatively stable high structural bio rallsﬁ the. smnmg P\amau
with underlying Precambrian granites, gnelsses and schists. Along
its souther border howawer, a younger sedimentary sequence was
formed_which, includes limestone. Tha land experienced a
of the land
anly eraby fifting the karst
arsasto considarable helghl
The presence f csalconditonslie high grade Imestane,
heavy precipitation, elevation and hot and humid climate induced the
formatan of caves at dhverse Iocations and elevations, making this
particular region of the country a dalightful paradise of caves. During
e last twenty five aars of exploraion. 120 caves have been
ideniifed rlocated out of which about 1020 have been explored and
ped, ylekding a tolal cave passage mapped at 460 Klometers
wilh e polana] of msch mor to ba discoverad. These extansive
intricale sublerranean systems of Meghalaya are the longest
and deepest in Indla. with the longest being Krem Liat Prah-Urm Im-
Syt o 3027 mees e hd eopast g Symang
Famwangsl 317 metres.
caves are also unique as habitat for rare and
endermic odanioe e not found elsenhers in the word like

opoda
issuing stamps on four caves of ﬁegnalaya ie. Krem Blang, friodd
K , Krem Syndai and Krem Lympu!
Krem Blang (25°25'26.8” N: 092°35'00.2° E), is located in East
Jaintia Hills district. It is 272.93 m long. It is a single large relic
e passage of the cave remains at
fa and height f seven metras by nine
mel.res for almnstlha whole Ier\glh About 50 metres into the cave a
snm n ( easy squeeze through calcite rarmamns have to

. ahar which the passage LS and opens Up again to.a
St 300 meira Iong galieny; AShort d\mme after ini, aboylder
ort,

sast
oD mbanlo dras by one el WRib o st v ebes uf

Ater ancther thiy meires back in the main passage
Angie'; Chambens resched. Here the floor is covared with 1l
l:?rs and cave parls requiring vely carsful nagatiation,
el Figh staiagrriien and calurins form Eizama groups of
picturesque calcite formations along me walls, Another twenty
metres further an a dry inlst wilh calcite fioor joins the main passage
and arrives on lop of  greal fiowslene and calcite formation called
The Fireplace. A ltle ahead a short scramble and crawi to the west
leads o an impressively decoraled chamber named Anmio:
the end of which calcite formations biock all possrbla

wayson

Krom Khung (25°23. 210" N: 92734' 488" E, Is locaed In East
Jaintia Hills district of Meghalaya. The cave lies al the valley level at
an allitude of 873 m above the mean sea level. The 1.4m by 1.6m
triangular shEéed entrance of the cave is hrough & sinkhle g
telow a i, Beyond e enlrence. e cave foor s covered il o
debris for about fifty to sixty metres after whic

numamus p\:lnls with slushy to knee deep water are to be negatialed
for tothe

'he cave Irends in a north east direction towards the Kopili
River and is a major sink of the area taking a lot of water during the
mansaan,

One of the characteristic features of Krem Khung is its
atl i i obliterates the i

andih i 100m of
Wain trend of the cave leads into a large chamber with a
diameter of about 50 m and helghln{anom&m This chamber, which
has been named as Paradise Chamber by cave explorers is
spactacular fram the point of view of spel \mlfeawres Its base
o Shraum it Tl B boulders and it has development uf mu\lln
coloured. siakeclles. stslagmies and_ coumns,
Stelacites are of bright yellow colour due 1o, Sulphuric baclerial
activity,

e cave Is hosted by limestone of Eocene age as
indicated by the presence of age diagnostic fossils of foraminiferal
of Nummlftes.
Al 7,349 metres long it is currently India's tenth longest
cave.
Krem Syndai: (25°10'53.8” N: 82°08°15.7" E; Length 400 matros;
The cave enirance lies in a small depression some four hunds
me:restmmmewuageufsyndau inWest Jaintia Hils district.
he cave is entered by a stoepmg height arch and once
|hs\dt: II‘M} pae.sagg xmmednlam\y opens up into ImDrPEEIVE
the
floor nl the passaga proper. Here the cave passage is wn-e 25
res o more some 30 melres wide, containing some
Tnprosiie, ol Tomatons T Tralel large stalaciite and
stelagmite bosses, columns and much flowstone. The passage
continues in an easterly direction for over 200 metres in similar
proportions with the floor rising and falling as large caiciled boulder
iles and f large ara met, T}
eventually begins todiminishin size and endsin a calcite blackage.
Kram Lymput: (25°10°35" N: 081°47°10” E) The cave lies about six
kilomaters from the village of Nongjri, East Khasi Hills district. The
inconspicuous entrance hidden in the jungle covered boulders
reveals itself by the cool air it blows. A scrambie descent of about 10
Melres over masses of rock 1o a comparatively level space leads to
the main trunk passage which runs for one kilometer with inclined
walls and ceiling towards west inta a passage known as Way fo
Heaven, which s very loose and slippery ciimb. It leads into a series
of spacious galleries which are very rich in calcile formations. The
main attraction of the cave is the Mughal Room which measures
more than 26 metres wide, 25 metres high and 75 matres long. With
numerous side passages creating a maza itis 6641 metres long and
currently ranks at number 12in India.
Depariment of Pasts is pleased to release a set of four
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