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Ramayana

"Ram’”, & chant, a magic ward, the divine personified,
the omnipresent who is there in every grain of sand, a noble king,
a gentle prince, the blue deity who reamed across the country
carrying the people of different cultures along. Ramayana, the
slory of Ram composed first by Valmiki arpund 500 b.c., has
possibly many retellings before thal as well as afterwards. Suchis
the: power and the appeal of this simple story, but a story of a hero
who suffers many adversities in life, which remains, to this date,
unsurpassed, The story is loved by the millions not only in India,
but now, practically all across the globe, Early migrants to
Surinam, Fiji. Guiana, Mauritius ate. carried the story in their
hears that sustained them away from their beloved motherland.
Many Asian countries such as Burma, Indonesia, Cambodia,
Laos, Fhilippines, Thailand, Malaysia and Vietnam have adopted
and internalized the story giving tham local flavours, Within the
country also different cultural and ethnic groups have lovingly
adoptad this story, adapted o the lecal culiural framewaorks,
selectively highlighting certain evenls or characters in their
narratives and thereby enriching the great Ramayana tradition.
Whila Valmiki Ramayana is In Sanskrt and follows a simple
narrative, there are other versions in differant languages such as
Aadhyatm Ramayana supposedly composead by Vyasa, Kamba
Ramayana written by poet Kambar in 12th cenfury in Tamil,
Krittivasi Ramayana written by Krittibas Ojha in Bengali etc. But
tha mast overwhelmingly popular has been the Ramcharitmanas
written by Tulsidas in 15th Century in Awadhi. Tulsi Ramayana or
Ramcharitmanas emphasizes the suprems human qualities, the
pawer of devotion or bhakti and the importance of the popular
social norms and proper conduct ete. The focus is more on how
the: nghteous camies out his duties.

The basic storyline, as narratad by Valmikiis the story of
Ram, the prince of Ayodhya who praclices the ideal code of
canduct, The progressively nuancad story of Ramayana has
many instances that reflect upon equanimity and mental
equipoise depicling Ram as 'Marvada Prushotam Ram.'

Maharishi Wishwamifra takes Ram and Laxman as his
disciples teaching them the intricacies of using various arms and
weapans. One day they reach Mithila. The king, Janak, came to
weloamea them and he was spell-bound by tha radiance of the two
Ayodhya princes. They were shown the 'Shiva-dhanush’ which
was kepl in an iran case. King Janak and his wife Sunaina had
anncunced that they would marny their daughter Sita to anyene
who could mount the arrow on the 'Shiva-dhanush,' Ram did this
effortlessly. King Janak's happiness knew no bounds and he
married his beautiful daughter, Sita to prince Ram.

King Dashrath wished to declare Ram as the “Yuwra|' or
the 'Crown prince’ of Ayodhya. But, Manthara, the maid of queen
Kaekeyi, felt that king Dashrath had been partial in his decision
and sha poisoned the mind of her mistress. Kaikeyi came under
her influence and demanded that, Bharat, her own son should be
made the future king of Ayodhya. Her second wish was, the

banishment of Ram from Ayoedhya for fourteen vears. King
Dashrath was crest-fallen but, was unable to persuade Kaikeyi to
change her mind. Ram was devolad to his father and left Ayodhya
accompanied by his wife, Sita and his brother, Laxman.

Fam, Sita and Laxman had found shelter in Chitrakut.
Bharat soon reached Chitrakut and bagged Ram to return to
Avodhya while also informing Ram about the sad demise of their
father. Ram was firm on his decision not to return to Ayodhya
before fourteen years. Bharat requested Ram fo give his 'wooden
paduka’which he would keep upan the thrane for fourteen vears.

Kewat was the boat man who farfed people across the
holy river Ganga. It was in his boat that Ram, Sita and Laxman
crossad the river. Shabari was the disciple of sage Matang who
Ived near Pampa lake. She was old and sick and her only desire
was to meet Ram before dying. She was overwhelmed to see
Ram in her hut and out of sheer love, she fed him sweet beries
after tasting them.

Later, due to unfortunate urns of events, Sita was taken
forcefully by Ravana, the king of Lanka. The valiant bird “Jatayu’
answered to her screams by attacking Ravana's chariot but
Ravana cut off his wings. Wounded, he fell 1o the ground and
struggled to keep alive. He died afler informing Ram about the
catastrophe,

Hanuman was sent to search for Sita in Lanka. He took
a leap towards the sky and flew towards Lanka, He saw her in
Ashok Vatika and appeared before her cautiously and carefully
introducing himself. He showed a ring of Ram to gain her frust.
Sita was overwhelmed and had tears of joy in her eyes,

After conquering Lanka, Ram retumed to Ayadhya and
ruled aver for a long time, During 'Ram Rajya’, Ayodhya became
wary prasperous, There was no sorow. Paople weare healthy and
happy, Ramwas an able king who believad in justice and equality.
In the “Uttar Kand” of Tulsidas's Ramchariimanas and in Bhasa's
Uttar Ramcharit the story further progresses depicting Sita's life
in the jungle in the ashram of the sage Valmiki.

Ramayana is a story of Maryada Purushottam Ram,
upholder of rightecus values of Dharma. This is a story of an
ideal king, a noble ruler, a protector of social values and above all
of a brava and gentle person. The story has been told and retold
in different limes and different places. The ingpiring, empowering
and enchanting story will enthrall millicns for all limas,

India Post is pleased to release a set of eleven stamps
depicting significant instances from Ramayana.

Credits:-

Text :  Baszad on the material
available on internet

Stamp / Miniature Sheet/Sheetlet/ Sh. Sankha Samanta
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