Hockey is one of the most ancient

games perhaps even older than

the Olympics. In the Indion

subcontinent, Hockey spread
swar 201! with the advent of British rule in

the lnte 19" century. The first
ever hockey club was established in Caleutta in 1885, This was followed by
establishment of @ number of clubs in different parts of the country. On 7°
November 1925 all these clubs assembled in Gwalior and formed Indian
Hockey Federation (THF). [HF got authorization from International Hockey
Federation (FIH) in 1927 which paved the way for India's participation in
the Summer Olympic Games of 1928 at Amsterdam in which the Indian
Team won the Gold Medal. This was followed by 5§ consecutive Olympic Gold
Meduls in Hockey in Los Angeles Olympics (1932), Berlin Olympics (1936),
London Olympics (1948), Helsinki Olympics (1952) ond Melbourne
Dlympics (1956). To date, Indian Men's Hockey Team has won eight Gold,
one Silver and two Bronze medals.

The capital of Odisha, Bhubaneswar is hosting the prestigious Odisha
Hockey Men's World Cup Bhubmeswar 2018 from 28° November to 16"
December, 2018, The Men's Hockey World Cup is an international field
hockey competition organised by the International Hockey Federation
(FIH). The tournament was started in 1971, It is held every four years,
bridging the four years between the Summer Dlympics.

This is the 14" edition of the biggest tournament in Men's Hockey along

competition that sixeen feams will be
competing for the fitle. A total of 36
mafches would be played over a span
of 19 days in the tournamen! where
the sixteen teams will be divided into
four Pools of four teams each,

Hockey India is the apex hody of the
country which has the sole mandate to
govern and conduct all activities for
both men and women hockey in India. It is recognized as the National Sports
Federation by the Ministry of Youth Aftoirs & Sports, Government of India and
is also affilinted o the Internotional Hockey Federation (FTH), the Indian
Olympic Association {I0A) and Asian Hockey Federation (AHF). Government
of Ddisha is the sponsor of both the Men's and Women's National Hockey Teams
in a partoership with Hockey India (HI) till 2023. The croze of Hockey amongst
{he public in Odishn has seen the state grow into a global hub for the sport, with
several players emerging to represent the Indian National team. This initiative
is the lirst of its kind for any State Government. Government of Odisha, has
partnered with FTH and Hockey Indin o provide their support to the sport and
have been moking preparations throughout the State fo welcome thousands of
tourists fram around the world who are expected tovisit lowitness the action.

To mark this event, Department of Posts is pleased to release a set of five
Commemorafive Postage Stomps on Odisha Hockey Men's World Cup 2018. The
Miniature sheet hos unique & attractive shape. In o first, away from the usual
and square shapes, the Miniature Sheel depicting these stamps

ihe Olympics. It is for the third time thal India is hosting this tournament
having organized it in 1982 at Mumbai and in 2010 at New Delhi. This
year's tournament will moke Indin only the second nation to host three
World Cups, after Netherlands who
hosted it on three occasions: 1373,
1998 and 2014, A fotal of sixteen
teams from around the world are
participating in the quodrennial
event which is being held af the
Kalinga Hockey Stadium that can
house 15000 people with addition of
new stands and galleries. It is only
the second time in the history of the

has a unigue shape to not only celebrate the spirit of hockey but alse to attract
{he youth lo the fold of Philately.
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