INDIAN PERFUMES

Perfume basically refers to a scented mixture of
essential oils, fixatives and solvents to provide an
agreeable scent to the body, food, objects and living
spaces. Etymologically speaking, the word “perfume”
is derived from the Latin word, "per fumus" meaning
through smoke. Perfume and perfumery finds
prominence in the Indus Valley Civilization, which
existed from 3300 BCE to 1300 BCE. One of the earliest
references to distillation of perfume was in the
Ayurvedic text Charaka Samhita and Sushruta Samhita
and deals mainly with the manufacture of perfumes. It
was also understood that perfumes attracted angels
and warded off darkness or evil spirits. Saints and
spiritual aspirants would adorn themselves with the
finest scents to assist them in their journey towards
enlightenment. Some of the prominent lovers of Indian
perfumes, also called ittar, were the Mughal nobles of
India.

AGARWOOD perfume, also known as Oud, has a
bitter sweet, woody and balsamic nuance. Itis reputed
to be one of the most expensive perfumes in the world.
There are many names for the
resinous, fragrant heartwood
produced primarily by trees in the
genus Agquilaria. Oil extracted from
agarwood is used as a high-quality
perfume.The Indian sub-continent
was the main source of agarwood
for many centuries. Today
Agarwood plantations exist in a
number of countries, including
'ndia, Bangladesh, Bhutan,
Thailand, Vietnam etc. The best
quality oil comes out from the first
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distillation process and after this, the wood undergoes
the second distillation. Hence, it is graded according to
the number of times it is cooked. With its warm, smoky
balsamic fragrance it is sure to
calm, inspire and brighten one's
mood.

ORANGE BLOSSOM is
aromatic, sweet and elegant and
is a highly coveted scent in
perfumes. It is traditionally
associated with good fortune and
is often favoured by brides on their
wedding day. It is the fragrant
flower of Citrus sinensis (orange
tree) and is one of the most
popular flowers in perfume
making. It came to India originally through Chinese
travellers and traders and later through the Portuguese
and Dutch. Today India, Brazil and China are the largest
cultivators of the orange tree. Orange blossom
essence is an important component in the making of
perfume. The fragrant flower is used by many top
perfumers and is usually combined with floral
bouquets and oriental scents.

Department of Posts is pleased to release a set of
two fragrant Commemorative Postage Stamps each
on Agarwood and Orange Blossom on the theme
Indian Perfumes.
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Denomination 1 2500p (2), 2500p (2)
Tfsa eh-feshe ;8.0 TG Yh
Stamps Printed : 8.0 Lakh each
Afsa ffRer sfie ;2.0 ARG YAH
Miniature Sheets Printed: 2.0 Lakh each
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Printing Process : Wet Offset
e : wfovfr qeomeR, deETe
Printer : Security Printing Press, Hyderabad

The philatelic items are available for sale at
http://www.epostoffice.gov.in/PHILATELY _3D.html
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